
Happy Holidays. 

 

As the year winds down I have to praise my 

department heads for doing more with less. 

Every department is under budget. I have 

told them at our Council Meeting that I am 

proud of them. We are working with people 

laid off and we still get it done. There are 

those that think if we have a carry over, I 

lied to you to pass a levy. Believe in us. We 

have cut almost $2 million out of our budget. That means less people work-

ing, and do not buy anything unless it will shut down your department. Buy 

NO equipment. 

 

For several years my administration was spending a half million dollars a 

year trying to fix roads neglected for as long as 40 years! We were buying 

snow plows, police cars, fire equipment, ..., now the City buys nothing. 

 

All of the above items are labeled Capital expenditure. Normally every year 

the City puts Capital expenditures in our budget. In the last 2 years we pur-

chased only one new police car! We fixed no roads. We made really no in-

vestments in our future so that we could have a General Fund  carry over 

that was positive as decreed by Council to. The general fund is only part of 

the picture though. The picture is a lot bigger then just the general fund. 

 

Basically, the city has been keeping the doors open and not stocking the 

shelves.  We did not lie. We remained strong and committed to saving tax-

payer dollars every way we could.  You don't know how strong and commit-

ted you can be...until you have no other choice. 

 

I more than anybody hope you have a safe and happy holiday.

 
Mayor Don Kuchta 

 

A Message from our Mayor 

Questions, comments or concerns 

Please Contact Diana Augustine

Office: 330.468.8322 
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NORTHEAST OHIO PUBLIC ENERGY COUNCIL 

November, 2010 

 

NOPEC PURCHASES GAS IN THE DEO AREA THROUGH JUNE, 2011  

AT EXCELLENT PRICES 

 NOPEC is pleased to announce that we have been able to purchase natural gas 
through the end of June in the Dominion East Ohio Gas Area at prices that continue to be 
lower than we have seen in the last nine years.  Please note that the prices continue to go 
down for the next several months and we have locked in a rate at less than $6 for May and 
June, 2011.   

The prices are as follows: 

 

DOMINION EAST OHIO GAS AREA 

 July – December 2010  $6.78 per MCF 

 January 2011-March 2011 $6.66 per MCF 

 April 2011    $6.15 per MCF 

 May 2011 – June 2011  $5.98 per MCF
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Mayor Don Kuchta, Police Chief Jon Golden, Fire Chief Tim 

Black and Service Director Jim Crevar made a visit to 

Ledgeview Elementary School for Student Government Day.  

Student Government Day is coordinated through Tish 

O’Dell, Career Specialist 

from the Cuyahoga Valley 

Career Center.  Students 

listened as each Depart-

ment Director gave an overview of what their de-

partment is responsible for in keeping our city 

safe and responsive to the needs of the commu-

nity.  The experience was a great success and the 

students enjoyed meeting some of the leaders of 

our City. 

City-School Government Day 
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Congratulations to… 

November Employee of the Month…
Laura Butto 

 

Congratulations to Laura Butto, our 

Accounts Receivable Clerk, in the Finance 

Department.  Laura has been with the City 

of Macedonia’s employ since March of 

2006.  She was initially hired as a front 

desk receptionist.  Shortly after, an 

opening occurred in the Finance department to assist with accounts payable/accounts 

receivable division which groomed her for a permanent position as the Accounts 

Receivable clerk.  Since then her unique talents have increased efficiency in the 

department.  She enjoys her job immensely as she works daily with the public as well as 

our internal department directors.  Laura handles over 5,400 invoices annually.  Her 

continued efforts and efficiency insures the safe keeping of all monies. 

Laura enjoys dancing and is a collector of angels.  She enjoys the warmer weather as she 
vacations frequently to Florida.  She has two children Angelo and Jennifer and is married 
to Luke. 
 
Laura has been a resident of the City of Macedonia for 25 years. 
 

Thank you Laura for your dedication to this community! 
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Message from Diana Augustine, Executive Secretary  
Business of the Month-Don Basch Jewelers 

 

Congratulations to… 

November Business of the Month…Don Basch 
Jewelers  

Located at 509 E. Aurora Road (Rt.82) 

 

Don Basch Jewelers has expanded!  With a fresh 
new look for the holiday season, Don Basch 
Jewelers is ready to meet all of your holiday 
needs.  They truly have something for everyone 
on your list in all price ranges.  They have new products to show you, a brand new Pandora 

section and if you have yet to see the “Denise Anne” diamond, 
you need to stop in and view it because seeing it is believing.  
It outshines any other diamond and is spectacular.   
 
While many businesses choose to leave an area as they grow, 
Don Basch Jewelers loves Macedonia and thanks their 
customers for their loyalty.  When asked what they attribute 
their success to they respond, “Great customer service, 
coupled with unique and quality products at a fair price.”  

They also say that being able to handle 
everything on the premises from a simple 
repair to custom design has always 
allowed them to be a full service jeweler 
meeting their customer’s needs.   
 

Congratulations to Don Basch and his 
entire family for their contribution to 

Macedonia’s business community! 
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2011 Contractor Registration Forms are now available! If you have not received your 
registration paperwork by fax, you can visit us at http://macedonia.oh.us/departments/
building-department/ and click on the 2011 Contractor Information and Forms, or stop in 
and visit us at the Building Department.   

Safety tip from the Building Commissioner: 

 

Don’t let electrical cords create a danger in your house! Overloaded outlets and 
electrical extension cords can cause a fire or electrocution danger.  

 

Use electrical cords safely: 

�� Never overload electrical cords or power strips because they 
have a designated load capacity 

�� Be sure the total amount of energy used by appliances and 
lights plugged into the strip does not exceed that capacity 

�� Use only listed power strips that have integral overload 
protection and have been tested by a product safety laboratory 

�� Don’t use appliances that have damaged cords 

�� Extension cords should not be used as a substitute for 
permanently wired outlets 

�� Electrical cords must be the proper wire size for the load they 
serve 

�� Overloaded cords will become hot and can start a fire 

�� Avoid permanent use of extension cords 

�� Appliance cords and extension cords are susceptible to 
physical damage from foot traffic, furniture, house pets, 
swinging doors and many other causes so protect them from 
damage 

 

Contact your local building department for more information. 
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The citizens of Macedonia on November 2, 2010 passed the ballot 
issues 35 and 36.  A sincere thank you too all those that supported 
the issues. 

The citizens support of these issues will have a positive impact on 
the ability of the Mayor and City Council to provide balanced budgets 
and maintain the current levels of service that promote the public 
health, safety and welfare of citizens of Macedonia for at least the 
next 3-5 years! 

Issues 35 and 36 are estimated to generate approximately $528,000 in real property 
taxes and $1.2 million income taxes for a total of $1.7 million; however, the income tax 
increase will not provide the full $1.2 million estimated until 2012.  Please keep in mind 
that the City’s budget is still down over $4,000,000 in the last several years and the 
passage of these issues will only allow the city to keep our heads above water for the next 
3-5 years! 

The City is currently approaching the end of 2010 and due to the continued due diligence 
of our Mayor and Department heads in controlling expenditures along with some one 
time revenue sources like inheritance taxes and delinquent income tax collection,  we are 
fortunate to have a estimated general fund balance of approximately $650,000.  This 
carryover balance was estimated and planned for with the exception of the one-time tax 
collections, in the current year budget and required in anticipation of new debt service on 
the General Obligation Bonds the City sold early in the year that will start to be repaid in 
2011 and amounts to approximately $355,000.00 additional annually and is scheduled to 
escalate beginning in 2016.  The year 2016 will be a milestone for the City in that the debt 
service on the City Center will be paid off and that will allow the more aggressive pay 
down in remaining debt service. 

Make no mistake about it, a little good news is not great news, to 
your finance director, since the income tax revenues are still not on a 
confirmed road to recovery just starting to form some stability after a 
rapid decline in 2009.  This budget year has confirmed once again, 
for me anyway, that the future tends to favor the prepared and 
financial planning requires discipline and commitment.   

The City is still faced with the challenge of providing for capital 
outlay required to maintain our over $35,000,000 in buildings, 
equipment, vehicles, road, storm sewers/culvert, bridges, etc. and we 



Message from our Finance Director  
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Please Contact Diana Augustine

Office: 330.468.8322 

have been unable to provide funding for any these items over the last several years.  It is 
my recommendation that any surplus funds accumulated should be reserved for unseen 
emergencies and necessary capital outlay that always tend to pop up when you least 
expect them and have made my recommendations known to both the Mayor and Council. 

Once again let me say a heart-felt thank you for your support of Issues 35 and 36 as I 
know that these tax levies will require a sacrifice from our citizens.   

Best wishes for a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 

Loren Sengstock, Finance Director 
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    Be sure to join Santa on Saturday, December 4, 7-9pm at the Macedonia 
Recreation Center as he officially lights up Macedonia for Christmas  

SANTA’S GIFT DELIVERY PROGRAM 

Each year, in the City of Macedonia, Santa Claus rides a fire truck and delivers 
Christmas gifts to the children of the City.  Please join in the fun and become a 
part of this annual activity. 

Parents/Guardians who wish to participate are asked to STOP IN at the 
MACEDONIA RECREATION CENTER between November 15  and December 11 TO 
PICK UP a “Special Bag” that will be used this year.  The Recreation Center is open 
Monday-Thursday 5:30 am to 9:00pm, Friday 5:30 am to 8:00 pm, Saturday 8:00 am to 6:00 pm and 
Sunday 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm.   “Special Bags” may also be picked up in the lobby of the City Center 24 
hours a day. 

ONLY ONE BAG PER HOUSEHOLD.  All of your gifts must fit completely inside this bag.  (Please keep 
gifts small in size and monetary value).  Label all gifts with child’s name and put address, in permanent 
marker, on the outside of the bag.  Please limit gifts to children only due to time restrictions. 

The bags may be dropped off at the MACEDONIA CITY CENTER from 7am to 7pm beginning Wednesday 
December 1 thru Friday, December 11.  Gifts will not be accepted after the above dates. Should the 
weekend on-duty personnel be out on a call when you bring your gift, please DO NOT  leave the bag 
unattended.  There will be no exceptions or walk-ups on the delivery night.   

Gifts will be delivered on December 13, 15 and 17, depending on the zone you are in (see other side), 
between the hours of 6:00pm and 9:00pm.  To make it easier the night of the delivery, please make sure 
that your address is visible from the street. 

Enjoy the fun of interacting with Santa on his route through Macedonia by joining him at http://
macedonia.oh.us.  Follow the link to Santa and the instructions!! 

Please have your child waiting at the end of your driveway! 

Again, thank you in advance for your full cooperation in making the Santa Delivery Program such a huge 
success. 

Sponsored by the Macedonia Fire Department 
If you have any questions, please call 330-468-8339 

Delivery is limited to Macedonia Residents. 
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The North Pole will be opening soon for the Santa Delivery Program.  The following are 
the dates and hours of operation for each phase of the program. 

Bag Pick-Up 

Dates: Nov.15  thru  December 11, 2010  
Locations:  
Macedonia Family Recreation Center, 1494 E. Aurora Road 
 

�� Monday thru Thursday 5:30 AM to 9:00 PM 
�� Friday   5:30AM to 8:00 PM 
�� Saturday 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
�� Sunday 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM 

 
Macedonia City Center, Main Lobby 9691 Valley View Road (enter thru doors by flag 
poles) 

�      Building is open 24 hours a day 

Bag  Drop  Off 

Dates: December 1, 2010  thru noon  December 11, 2010  
Location:  
Macedonia City Center, Main Lobby 9691 Valley View Road (enter thru doors by flag 
poles) 
 

�� Time:    7 AM to 7 PM 
Santa  Delivery 

�� Monday  December 13, 2010  Zone 1 & 2 
�� Wednesday December 15, 2010  Zone 3 & 4 
�� Friday  December 17, 2010  Zone 5 & 6 

 

Enjoy the fun of interacting with Santa on his route through Macedonia by joining him at 
www.macedonia.oh.us.  Follow the link to Santa and the instructions!! 

 

 

 



Questions, comments or concerns 
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Message from Angela Gmerek, Recreation Director 
Monthly Update 

For more information on the following programs, please contact the   
Macedonia Family Recreation Center at (330) 468-8370. 

 
Holiday Tree Lighting 

Saturday, Dec. 4 
7:00 – 9:00pm 

Join Santa as he officially opens the holiday season with the lighting of the Macedonia Recreation Center 
tree! Santa will arrive at Macedonia Rec. Center via fire truck and children can enjoy Santa’s company. 

Take pleasure in dining on tasty treats & refreshments, create a craft, or sing a holiday song. Don’t forget 
to bring your camera! Event will begin outdoors, so please dress appropriately. 

 
Doors will open AT 7:00 p.m., upon Santa’s arrival. 

 
This is a Free event and open to the public! 

 
The Parks and Recreation Department will also be hosting a canned food drive with items being 

donated to a local food bank. Attendees are asked to bring a non-perishable item to be 

Holiday Camp 

Monday -Wednesday 
Week 1 December 20 - 23 
Week 2 December 27 – 30 

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Looking for some fun for your child/children for the Winter Break? Children (ages 6-12) will enjoy 

games, activities, arts and crafts and swimming.   Campers will need to bring a sack lunch and their bath-
ing suit each day. Students must be registered  for all 4 days for the week.  

 
No drop ins. No coupon.  

Deadline to register is Dec. 15, or until full. Late fee ($15) applied for any registration accepted 
after Dec. 15.  

Per week: Program $72 / Resident $66 / Member $60  
 

Before Care 
7:30 - 9:00 a.m. 

(Min. 3 / Max. 20) 
Program $28 / Resident $24 / Member $20 

 
After Care 

3:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
(Min. 3 / Max. 20) 

Program $44 / Resident $40 / Member $36 



Questions, comments or concerns 
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Santa’s Mailbox   
November 29th – December 12th  

A mailbox dedicated to the North Pole will arrive in the lobby of the Rec. Center on November 
29th! Children may drop off their letters to Santa Nov. 29 - Dec. 12 and Santa has promised to 
respond to each child! Letters may be dropped off anytime during Rec. Center hours. Parents, 
please include a self-addressed stamped envelope, so that Santa has more time to spend in his 

workshop.  
All letters must be received no later than December 12th to ensure a response. 

The Great Cane Hunt 
Saturday, Dec. 18 — 7:00pm  

Come join us for a festive evening of fun. Kids will create a simple holiday craft and participate 
in a candy cane hunt through the Rec Center. Hot cocoa and holiday cookies will be provided. 

Ages: 10 years & younger (Children must be accompanied by an adult) 
Registration deadline is Dec. 13.  — No drop ins. No coupon.  

Member $5 Resident $7 Program $9 

Kids Gingerbread House 
Tuesday, Dec 14 — 6:30 pm  

Kids ages 3-7 will build a graham cracker & icing house and decorate with a variety of candies. 
We will have an assortment of candies to use  decorate your house and eat.  

Registration deadline is Dec. 13.  — No drop ins. No coupons 
$5 Member / $6 Resident / $7 Program 

Breakfast with Santa 
Friday, December 10 — 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

Children can visit with Santa as he drops by to spread some holiday cheer! Enjoy a craft and ce-
real, doughnuts, and juice/milk.  

Registration deadline is Dec. 7. — No drop ins. No coupon. 
Fee per child: Program $7 / Resident $6 / Member $5 

Santa’s Workshop  
Monday, Dec 6 — 6:00pm 

Join Elves in the workshop for a fun-filled evening of holiday crafts & activities! Children will 
make & take a holiday ornament home.  

Registration deadline is Nov. 29 — No drop ins. No coupon. 
Member $10 Resident $12 Program $14 



Questions, comments or concerns 
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Message from Jim Crevar, Service Director 
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HOLIDAY RUBBISH SCHEDULE 
  

MAILBOXES AND THE WINTER SEASON 

As Winter approaches, the Macedonia Service Department is asking residents to examine 
their mailbox and post to determine if it is stable and within the requirements of the 
United Postal Service. It is the responsibility of each resident to ensure that their mailbox 
is sturdy enough to withstand snow and slush being plowed off of the road by City trucks. 

In addition to making sure a mailbox is secure to a sturdy post, residents can also con-
struct a small shield out of plywood that would block the forces of plowed snow and slush 
from hitting and possibly damaging the mailbox.  

The City is not responsible for damaged 
mailboxes that are the result of plowed 
snow and slush, boxes that are too close 
to the street as defined by postal regula-
tions, or boxes that were not sturdy to be-
gin with. The Service Department will 
only replace a mailbox that has evidence 
that it was physically struck by a City 
snow plow. The City has the right to judge 
whether or not mailbox damage was 
caused by a snow plow truck or not. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION!! IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CON-
TACT THE MACEDONIA SERVICE DEPARTMENT AT 330-468-8324. 

 

PLEASE DISPLAY ADDRESS ON SNOW SHIELD FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES IDENTIFICATION  

Christmas Day Saturday, December 25, 2010 COLLECTION WILL NOT BE AFFECTED-
ON SCHEDULE ALL WEEK! 

New Years Day 2011 Saturday, January 1, 2011 COLLECTION WILL NOT BE AFFECTED-
ON SCHEDULE ALL WEEK! 



Questions, comments or concerns 
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Message from Diana Augustine, Executive Secretary  
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 MMay the miracle of Christmas fill your 
heart with warmth and love. 

 

 

Merry Christmas to Everyone! 
 


