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Did anybody see the old railroad bridge?  All of a sudden it’s gone!  
Gone… but not forgotten, after many years of traffic snarls. 
 
 
The Ohio State House of Representatives and Senate have been in a 
royal battle over the budget (sound familiar?).  The pile of chips on 
the table is video slots in race tracks. At first, the question of the 
moment was morality. That seems to have fallen by the wayside in the 
quest for the “almighty” dollar and the hopes that it will keep the State 
afloat. It will probably save the race tracks and our neighbor 
Northfield as well.  This will definitely draw more people to the area. 
I can’t really say that that would be a bad thing. The State has 
extended the deadline for the budget more than once and hopefully we 
will get resolution soon because it will affect us. We receive local 

government funding from the State and it is part of our 
budget. Without it we would again be unable to 
fund services to our residents. If you hear them 
talking about removing LGF, call your State 

Representatives and tell them that doing this 
will be a death blow to all of the Ohio 

municipalities. It was originally created to 
increase every year and it has been frozen for 

quite some time. That in itself is bad enough. 
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Elections in the fall of this year will be very important!  You will have a 
chance to vote on Charter Amendments (the rules that the City is  

guided by) and four Council members. I encourage you to learn facts and 
make choices based on logic. It is never too early to start thinking about 

your vote. 
 
The guy (or gal) who never votes is the first to tell you what’s wrong with government. 
 

      
Mayor Don Kuchta 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Changes to Macedonia’s Floodplain Map 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) recently re-examined flood zones and 
developed detailed, digital flood hazard maps for Summit County.  As a result, FEMA 
has revised the location of the identified special flood hazard area in Macedonia, the area that 
was once referred to as the 100-year floodplain.   The changes in Macedonia’s floodplain map 
affect about 100 property owners.  Those affected received a letter about the changes.  If you 
did not receive a letter, your property has not been affected by the changes.   The full text of 
new Ordinance No. 30-2009 relating to flood regulations and entitled “Special Purpose Flood 
Damage Reduction” is on file in the office of the Clerk of Council.  The map may be obtained 
from the City Engineer.  
 
 
 
 
Section 909.04 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Macedonia is hereby 
amended June 11, 2009 to read as follows: 
 
 909.04   Noxious Weeds.  
 
      (a)      It is hereby determined that noxious and/or uncultivated weeds and grass 
growing at a height in excess of eight inches or higher, upon any improved property 
  

  City Council 



 
 
 
 
 
within the City after the first day of May of each year are a public nuisance.  For purposes 
herein, property which has constructed upon it, or in proximity to it, any building or similar 
structure used or intended to be used as the domicile of persons or as a place of business where 
persons reside during working hours, or any property in a residential subdivision to which is 
extended any improvement required by the Subdivision Regulations, shall be considered 
improved property.  
 
 (b)     The Clerk, no later than the first of June of each year, shall cause notice on the City’s 
webpage and cable station of this regulation that requires that all owners of improved property, 
in the City, to regularly remove the weeds and cut the grass growing upon their properties during 
the ensuing months of the year, by maintaining the grass and any cultivated weeds below a 
height of eight inches on the entirety of any improved property and removing any and all large 
piles or accumulations of cut grass and weeds from said property. 
 
(c)     Should any weeds or grass defined above be found on any improved property within the 
City, after the foregoing notice has been made, the Building Commissioner shall cause a written 
notice to be served by regular mail or personal delivery upon the owner, lessee, agent or tenant 
having charge of such land, notifying him that the weeds and grass are growing on such lands 
and that they must be cut or destroyed within seven (7) days after the service of such notice.  If 
the address of such owner lessee, agent or tenant having charge of the lands is unknown, it shall 
be sufficient to publish such notice once in a newspaper of general circulation in the City, and/or 
on the City’s webpage.   If the owner, lessee, agent or tenant having charge of the lands fails to  
comply with the above notice, the Building Commissioner shall cause all weeds herein and grass 
to be removed and/or cut Thereupon, the expense of all necessary work, including but not limited  
to cutting, mowing, raking and applying weed killer, shall be billed to the property owner by 
regular mail or personal delivery  and, upon his failure to reimburse the City this amount within 
thirty days thereafter, written notice shall may be made to the County Fiscal Officer advising of 
the City’s action with a statement of the charges for the services, including all services referred 
to above, the fees of the officers who made the service, the notice and return, and a proper 
description of the premises, and a request that all such costs and fees be entered upon the tax 
duplicate and a lien upon such lands from and after the date of the entry which shall be collected 
as other taxes and be returned to the Municipality according to law.  In the alternative, direct 
legal action may be taken by the Director of Law to recover these expenses. 
 
(d)     After two such written notices within the same calendar year are served by the Zoning 
Inspector upon the owner, lessee, agent or tenant having charge of such land, the City will assess 
a $100.00 fine upon the owner, lessee, agent or tenant having charge of such land for each 
subsequent infraction.  Each day that the improved property is not brought in compliance with  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
this section, following the issuance of the requisite notices to the owner, lessee, agent or tenant, 
shall constitute a separate infraction. 
 
(e)     If the property owner does not pay these fines within a period of thirty (30) days, the City 
may file a lien against the subject property with the County Fiscal Auditor.  Such amount shall 
be a debt of the person to who assessed until paid and, in case of delinquency, may be enforced 
as delinquent City property taxes or by a suit against such person by the City, County, or 
subsequent property owner who paid off such lien. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Construction Updates 
 
ROUTE 82:  The old railroad bridge has now been demolished. We hope all the spectators 
enjoyed watching as it was removed by crane. Traffic flow will soon be switched over to the 
south side of the road in order to widen and pave the north side of the road. 
 
SOUTH FREEWAY:  Pavement and striping are both complete. The City is still working with 
the contractor on a few punch list items.   

 
ZONING ISSUES:   If you have not read in the newspaper or heard by word of mouth, the 
Noxious Weed Ordinance (909.04) has been amended by City Council. There is now a $100 fine 
for high grass once you have been cited twice for Noxious Weeds. The Building Department 
asks that you please be a responsible homeowner and maintain your property.  
 
              Mike Hlad, Building Commissioner 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Building Department 



 
  

 
The Silverdonian Connection 

 
  The Silverdonians of Macedonia are a group of senior citizens that meet the   

first Monday of each month at Macedonia City Hall.  They gather in the 
Community Room to share an afternoon of good friends, good food and 
hopefully some good speakers or a movie!! 

 
Macedonia Seniors that would like to join us are welcome, but we do ask that you call us 
for reservations the Wednesday before our luncheon.  The Village Restaurant in 
Oakwood is our wonderful caterer, and we need to give Sharon a total count.  The 
luncheon starts at 12 noon and the speaker begins at 1:00 pm. 

 
The cost is only $3.00 and worth every penny!  If you are interested in more information about 
our luncheon, please feel free to call Dianne at 330-468-8339 or Denise at 330-468-8300. 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Events coming up include… 
 

Monday - August 3, 2009 
“Dr.’s Black Bag – Home Remedies and Folk Lore” 
Presented by the Summit County Historical Society 

(If attending, please call by July 29th) 
 

Monday - September 4, 2009 
“Grandma’s Attic/Grandpa’s Garage” 

Presented by the Summit County Historical Society 
 

Hope you can join us!! 
 

For more information, check our web site: 
www.macedonia.oh.us 
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Road Closures and Detours  –  Some Helpful Advice!  
 
 
We recently closed Rt. 82 for bridge demolition work.  Many people came up and asked for 
directions around the detour.  I would like to make several general points referencing road 
closures. 

 
First:  I f you follow the posted detour signs they will get you around any 
road closure.  
  
Second:  Always know another way to your destination.  Looking at a map 
gives you a better perspective of an area.  I can’t tell you how many people 
said that going down Rt. 82 was the only way they knew how to get to their 
destination; and many of them were local residents.   
 
Third:  Common sense goes a long way.  If you are travelling down a road, 
run into a road closure and the local authorities haven’t posted detour signs 
yet, use your head.  All you need to do is make a U-turn around the closure.  

For example, if you are travelling west and run into a road closure, go north or south on a main 
or secondary road depending on what road you find.  Travel until you hit a main or secondary 
road running west (your original direction). Take that until you hit a main or secondary road 
going back towards the road you were detoured from.  Take that back to your detoured road and 
you’re back on course.  You basically made a U-turn around the detour.   
 
        

Chief Jon Golden  
 
 
 
    

 

 
 
 



Recreation Department 
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 Upcoming Program  
Dates to remember!    

                     
July 19 - 2009 Scorchin’ Summer Classic Grass 

Volleyball Tournament Longwood Park 
August 7 – Second Annual Movie in the Park 
August 23 - 3rd Annual Dog Swim & Parade 

August 23 – 31 – Pool Closing for Maintenance 

 
PRESENTATION BY THE YMCA 

 
ON PARTNERING WITH THE 

CITY OF MACEDONIA 
FAMILY RECREATION CENTER 

 
Meeting Scheduled On: 

 
TUESDAY, JULY 21 

7:00 PM 
CITY HALL 

 
Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting 

**** OPEN TO THE PUBLIC**** 
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Time – Change – Progress 
Route 82 Bridge ‘Lift-Off’ - July 1, 2009 

By Denise Slovan  
 
The Route 82 Bridge has been a part of my daily travel and work 
commute for the last 24 years. As I traveled to work on the morning of 
July 1, 2009, I began to think about how many special events and 
pieces of history this bridge has seen pass by in its long life of 105 
years.   There have been Presidential processions, military parades, 
holiday parades, funeral processions, weddings, and countless 
celebrations of all kinds.  I decided to pull off the road of my usual 
route to work and capture a few last pictures of this historical old 
bridge (see below).  
 
Around the year 1900, construction of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
underpass (what is now Rt. 82) was nearly complete.  Before the 
underpass, there was a small hill, which lead from the east side of 
Macedonia across the track to the west side which was for horse and 
buggy traffic.   A separate hill was made for foot travelers.  It is hard 
to believe that at present day, 60 trains pass overhead on a daily basis 
and 30,000 cars travel on Route 82.  How about that for progress? 
 
On the evening of July 1, 2009, I had the privilege to ride in the 
Macedonia Fire Department Aerial Tower and photograph the “lift-
off” of the Route 82 bridge.  The actual lift-off began at 8:42 pm and 
the bridge was successfully removed at 8:50 pm.   The pictures 
represented below are a time-line of events from that evening.   
 
Now that the bridge is removed and the waiting is over, progress 
continues.  The future looks bright and opportunities abound.  The 
widening of Route 82 can be completed, bringing with it more 
economic development, relief of traffic congestion and increased safety 
in our travels.  The City of Macedonia truly is the “Crossroads of 
Northeast Ohio”.    
 



 
 

October 5th, 1950 – Rt. 82, looking west.   I-271 hasn’t been constructed.   
Just up on the right beyond the bridge is a small diner. 
 
 
 

 
These pictures were taken at 7:45 am, the morning of the bridge lift-off.  

Looking east 



 
 

 
 

Preparing the bridge for removal.                     Tethering the lines. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bridge lift-off, Wednesday, July 1, 2009. 



 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Norfolk Southern Train makes its way across the new bridge. 
 
 
         

 Removal of the bridge is a success!                       The old bridge is “laid to rest”. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The trains just keep on coming…… 
 
 
 

The Crossroads of Northeast Ohio 
 


