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I need to tell you the facts first.  The most important 
thing to me as your Mayor is to give people their money’s 
worth of service.  Your city government is a service business in my book, 
and that is the way it should be and continue at every level of 
government. 
 
By working with Council (who holds the purse strings) and staff, we have 
to be there for you to accomplish that goal. Whether it is a life threatening 
safety issue, a winter storm with drifts blocking the roads, or repairing 
roads that have needed repair since Kennedy was President, service is 
King.  Trying to satisfy residents is King.  Making our community safe is 
King.  “OK Mayor, what’s new about that?”  We are doing it with a 
dwindling revenue stream! 
 
The perception of  “government jobs” is that those workers do little 
work for what they get paid.  I really can’t say that I felt any different 
for the first 61 years of my life. That may be the way it is in many 

places, but not in Macedonia.  I am probably one of the 
luckiest elected officials around to be blessed with worker 

bees.  
�
Here is the difficult part.  Up to the point this year, we have had $1.6 
MILLION dollars taken from Macedonia’s budget.  That was off of a 
budget that was already less than last year by one million dollars!  A very 
important point at this part of the discussion is our most recent Audit.  
Our Audit for last year has finally reached the point of being called a 
good audit by the Auditors.  What does that mean?  No more government 
smoke and mirrors.  It has been a long hard uphill battle because of asking 
our first auditors to leave for what I considered inefficiency.  
Accountability would be a great start to credibility.  We even have 
another set of eyes that watch over the Audits.  We now have an Audit 
Committee chaired by Joe Biber and is made up of residents and business  

  Mayor’s Office 



 
people from Macedonia.  There are checks and rechecks to achieve the balances needed to safe 
guard your tax dollars. 
 
Council has been asking for better control of overtime hours.  That can be a tough “nut to crack” 
and still provide services to the city.  Sometimes we have to clear snow around the clock for days.  
However, there are things like leaf pickup on Saturdays that for now will be a thing of the past. 
 
Things have to be done.  We are running as close to the vest as we can.  Please do not be shocked at 
the cutbacks that are being made across the board, in all departments.  In order to achieve stability, 
we went through several weeks of meetings with Staff and with Council without creating layoffs.  
As it stands, we are not replacing people who leave which means Departments have to do more with 
less.  This results in an increased individual work load which can lead to some disgruntled 
employees. 
 
The employees of your city are working harder without being paid overtime.  Instead of all the 
bickering and fighting going on in some communities over wages, our Unions have given an 
agreement basically freezing their contracts!  Contract negotiations were due to start within the 
month.  Old contracts run out on January 1st .  These employees are people who put their life on the 
line for us on a daily basis.  These are people who are out protecting you and serving you while you 
are in your beds on a bitterly cold winter night.  The legislation affirming this will come before 
Council on October 8th.  I don’t anticipate the legislation not passing. 
 
To me, it is something special to have people who do more than work for a community.  These 
employees CARE for Macedonia and its well being.  I think I have to repeat myself in saying I am 
one of the luckiest elected officials around.  My deepest respect and thanks to the people in my 
employ.  This is the second time in my tenure as Mayor that they have done this to help stabilize our 
financial condition.    

                                     Mayor Don Kuchta 
 

              
 
           
  
 
                        
                              
 
 

 
 

 
            
 

 
  

 

THE LISTENING CORNER 
Have questions for the Mayor, 
concerns about the City, or 
suggestions? 

Email Mayor Don Kuchta at 
dkuchta@macedonia.oh.us 

or call 330-468-8322 

ROAD CLOSING 
 

Highland Road CLOSING at Fun ‘N’ Stuff 
Railroad Tracks! 

Oct. 26th – Nov. 4th 
 Norfolk Southern To Perform Track 

Maintenance 
 

DETOUR WILL BE POSTED!!  

CHANGES -  COMING 
SOON……. 

 
**Effective October 19th , 2009 

 
271 N entrance ramp will be closed to 
EASTBOUND traffic on SR 82.  
Please use SR 8 entrance to access 
271 N.  WESTBOUND traffic will 
still be able to access 271 N on RT 82.  



 Contacts:  Public Health Public Information Officers 
 Chris Partis, Akron Health – 330-375-2453, partiCh@ci.akron.oh.us 
 Jessie Wingert, Barberton Health – 330-861-7175, jwingert@barbertonhealth.org 
 Donna Skoda, Summit County – 330-926-5654, dskoda@schd.org  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summit County - Influenza activity continues to increase in Summit County.  The number of 
influenza tests ordered through the laboratories has increased.  There have been a few influenza 
associated hospitalizations during the past couple weeks.  Schools and childcare centers have 
reported respiratory illness among their students.  The Summit County health departments are 
continuing the administration of seasonal influenza vaccine. 
 
The seasonal flu vaccine is still available.  The manufactures of the vaccine plan on continuing to 
distribute the seasonal flu vaccine into November. Due to this long distribution cycle some local 
providers are receiving the vaccine in waves; so please visit http://www.findaflushot.com to find a 
flu shot provider near you.  
 
All individuals are urged (except children under 6 months, those who have egg allergies, and those 
who have suffered from Guillian-Barre Syndrome) to get a seasonal flu shot. The best way to 
prevent the flu is to practice safe health practices such as; frequent hand washing, covering your 
mouth while sneezing and coughing, and getting your yearly seasonal flu vaccine. 

The influenza A H1N1 pandemic strain circulating in Ohio since April 2009 demonstrates many of 
the same characteristics as seasonal influenza with a few exceptions: elderly, above 65 years of age, 
demonstrate less severe illness and are not included in the first tier for vaccination when the vaccine 
comes out in mid to late October; and pregnant women are especially at risk and should be 
vaccinated first. CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) has recommended 
that the following populations also are priority groups (Tier I) for the 2009 H1N1 vaccine: people 
who live with or care for children younger than 6 months of age, healthcare and emergency medical 
services personnel, persons between the ages of 6 months and 24 years old, and people ages of 25 
through 64 years of age who are at higher risk for 2009 H1N1 because of chronic health disorders 
or compromised immune systems.  The FDA licensed 4 of the 5 Influenza A (H1N1) 2009 
monovalent vaccines. The FDA guidance can be found at: 
http://www.fda.gov/BiologicsBloodVaccines/Vaccines/ApprovedProducts/ucm181950.htm.  
Individuals 10 years of age and older will require one dose of the H1N1 vaccine while individuals 
under 10 years of age will require two doses of the H1N1 vaccine.  The amount of the vaccine and 
when it will be available is uncertain at this time. It is projected to be early to mid-October for 
H1N1 vaccine but we are not sure of the exact date.  For more information please visit 
www.summitflu.org.    

 

Message from Diana Johnson 
Mayor’s Administrative Executive�



 

 
 
 
 

 
 

CHARTER AMENDMENTS -  ON NOVEMBER 3RD BALLOT  
�

On the November 3rd ballot there will be three proposed amendments to 
Macedonia’s Charter. 
 

 
 The amendment to Section 12.01 proposes to eliminate 

entitlement of the police chief and the fire chief to return 
to the positions they previously held prior to becoming 
the head of their departments if they have resigned or if 
they have been removed from office.  

 
 The amendment to Section 14.01 proposes to officially 

change the current title of the head of the Building 
Department from Chief Building Official to Building 
Commissioner.  This amendment also provides for the 
Building Commissioner to have additional authority over 
the City Engineer. 

 
 The amendment relative to the structure of Council 

proposes to reduce the number of Council members from 
6 to 5.   This amendment would also eliminate the 
Mayor’s ability to vote in cases of ties as well as 
miscellaneous items relating to the number of council 
members.    

�

The full text of the proposed amendments is on the City’s website at www.macedonia.oh.us. 
The same can be found in the October 14th and 21st editions of the NewsLeader in the classified 
section. 
 

 
              
 
 
 

  City Council 

              ELECTION DAY   
 TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER 3rd  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning 
Commission  

Monday Oct 5 5:30pm 

Mayor’s 
Court  

Wednesday Oct 7 9:30am 

DSCC Wednesday Oct 7 7pm- In Council Caucus 
Regular 
Council 

Thursday Oct 8 7:30pm (Work Session at 
6:30pm) 

Adm & 
Council 
Offices Closed  

Monday Oct 12 In observance of Columbus 
Day 

Mayor’s 
Court 

Wednesday Oct 14 9:30am 

Mayor’s 
Court 

Wednesday Oct 21 9:30am 

Regular 
Council 

Thursday Oct 22 7:30pm (Work Session at 
6:30pm) 

Halloween 
Costume 
Party  

Saturday Oct 24 6-8pm @ Recreation Center 
and hosted by Macedonia 
Firefighter Association for 
Macedonia children 

Planning 
Commission 

Monday Oct 26 5:30pm 

Mayor’s 
Court 

Wednesday Oct 28 9:30am 

JEDD Wednesday Oct 28 6:30pm 
Trick or 
Treat  

Saturday Oct 31 6-8pm 

October – 2009 
City of Macedonia Public Notice of Meetings 

Calendar of Events & Dates of Interest 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Annual Audit Report 
 
 
 
The Auditor of State, Mary Taylor CPA, has officially released the audit of the City of 
Macedonia’s annual financial report on September 17, 2009, for the year ending December 31, 
2008.  A copy may be viewed in the Finance Department, located on the 2nd floor of City Hall, at 
the front reception desk or viewed on-line at the Auditor of State website:  
http://www.auditor.state.oh.us/AuditSearch/Search.aspx 
 
Once you go to the link above, you just need to type in City of Macedonia and Summit County, and 
then choose which year to view; they are available back to 1998 on-line. 
 
The Independent Accountants Report contains an unqualified opinion; which is the best opinion that 
a community can receive.  We are quite proud of this accomplishment.  We in the Finance 
Department wish to thank the Mayor, City Council and our Audit Committee Members for their 
patience during the last few years as we endeavored to reduce the audit findings.  With this audit we 
were successful in that we only have one finding that deals with purchasing and the use of then 
and now statements.  The Finance Department staff are also deserving of thanks for their efforts in 
compiling and putting information together for inclusion in our financial report. 
 
The most notable event is that our audit was released within a reasonable time and we are hopeful 
that we can resolve some of the minor noncompliance issues and recommendations that the auditors 
provided.   
 
As Finance Director, I am the first to say that we are not perfect.  However, we will continue to 
do our best for the citizens of the City of Macedonia and hope to maintain this momentum into 
next year and beyond. 

               
    
Loren Sengstock, Finance Director 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 Finance Department 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 According to the National Fire Protection Association, in 2008, fires caused 
more than $15.5 billion in direct property loss.  Fires in residential 

properties caused $8.6 billion of it. 
 Fire departments responded to an estimated 1.5 million fires in 2008.  

These fires resulted in 3,320 civilian fire fatalities, 16,705 civilian 
fire injuries and an estimated $15.5 billion in direct property loss. 

 1,451,500 fires were attended by public fire departments, a 
decrease of 6.8 percent from the year before.  515,000 fires 
occurred in structures, a decrease of 2.9 percent.  403,000 fires (78 
percent) of all structure fires occurred in residential properties. 

 236,000 fires occurred in vehicles, a decrease of 8.5 percent from 
the year before. 

 A fire department responds to a fire somewhere in the nation 
every 22 seconds. 

 
�
�

 
 
Follow these simple guidelines: 

 
 Electrical cords are in good working condition (not damaged) 
 Appliances and lights are plugged into separate 

electrical outlets 
 All smoke alarms work when tested 
 All escape routes are clear of clutter and easily 

accessible 
 Clear away curtains and other things that can burn 

from the stovetop 
 Portable space heaters are off when unattended and 

keep 3 feet away from anything that can burn 
 The clothes dryer has a clean vent and filter 
 Cooking should not be left unattended 
 The furnace has been inspected in the past year 
 The chimney has been inspected and cleaned in the past year 
 Don’t leave candles burning unattended 

 Fire Department 

Fire Prevention Week 
October 4th – October 11th 

 

 

  Fire Inspection checklist 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When:  Saturday, October 24th, 2009 
 
Where:  Macedonia Recreation Center 
   1149 East Aurora Road (Rt. 82) 
 
Time:  6pm – 8 pm 
 
 

     Prizes are given for the best costumes! 
 
 

   Costume Party Apple cider 
   Fire Truck Rides Cookies 
   Fun for all ages! Popcorn 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your 
support! 

Free to all 
Macedonia Residents 



 
The Silverdonian Connection 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Events coming up include… 
 
 

Monday – November 2, 2009 
To be announced! 

 
Monday – December 7, 2009 

Christmas Party 
 

Hope you can join us!! 
 

For more information, check our web site: 
www.macedonia.oh.us 

 

 

 
The Silverdonians of Macedonia are a group of senior 

citizens that meet the first Monday of each month at 
Macedonia City Hall.  They gather in the Community Room 
to share an afternoon of good friends, good food and hopefully 
some good speakers or a movie!! 
 

Macedonia Seniors that would like to join us are 
welcome, but we do ask that you call us for reservations the 
Wednesday before our luncheon.  The Village Restaurant in 
Oakwood is our wonderful caterer, and we need to give 
Sharon a total count.  The luncheon starts at 12 noon and the 
speaker begins at 1:00 pm. 
 

The cost is only $3.00 and worth every penny!  If you 
are interested in more information about our luncheon, please 
feel free to call Dianne at 330-468-8339 or Denise at 330-
468-8300. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                 
 

 
 

 Police Department 

Drivers must slow down or move over 
when passing an emergency vehicle or 
road service vehicle on the side of the 
road. 

Drivers must turn on their vehicle’s headlights 
when the driver uses their windshield wipers 
in the rain (secondary offense only). 

The speed limit for tractor-trailers (i.e. 
“semi’s”) is increased from 55 mph to 65 
mph on interstates and other highways; 
where the speed limit for cars is 65 mph. 

                        New Traffic Regulations! 
 
Three new traffic regulations went into effect on July 1, 2009 
due to the 128th Ohio General Assembly’s passage of House 
Bill 2.  In short, these three new traffic regulations are as 
follows: 
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 Parks & Recreation Department 
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      MACEDONIA LEAF COLLECTION 
 

 
The City of Macedonia will start the Autumn Leaf Collection Program on Monday, October 26, 2009.  The 
following is a list of guidelines to follow that ensures an efficient collection of your leaves: 
 

LEAF PILES IN WINDROWS:   Place leaves into long windrows, not big piles, along your tree lawn on 
curbed streets, or along the street side of the ditch line or berm.  If you have no berm, you can place the 
leaves on the house side of the ditch line.   
 

NOT IN THE STREET OR DITCH:   Under all cases, DO NOT PLACE LEAVES INTO THE STREET 
or DO NOT FILL THE DRAINAGE DITCHES in that this causes safety and drainage hazards.  Blocked 
water flow has the potential to cause flooding. 
 

ALL WINDROWS WITHIN 10 FEET FROM ROAD EDGE:   All leaf windrows shall be placed no 
further than 10 feet from the roadway edge, which is the maximum reach of the leaf vacuum hose.  Crews 
will not go further than 10 feet from the roadway edge to collect leaves. 
 

ONLY LEAVES, PLEASE!    Do not place sticks, twigs, trash, rocks, grass clippings, or other foreign 
material in the windrows, in that these materials can clog or cause damage to the vacuum machines.  If these 
items are found in your windrow, the crew will stop collection and not return until the debris is removed. 
 

ALL WINDROWS 10 FEET AWAY FROM OBSTRUCTIONS:   Place leaf windrows a minimum of 10 
feet away from obstructions such as; mailboxes, utility poles, fire hydrants, and landscaping features.  These 
items make leaf vacuuming more time consuming and difficult. 
 

COLLECTION SCHEDULE:   Leaf crews follow a collection schedule based on a list of streets in the city.  
Crews start with the first neighborhood and street on the list and then work their way through each area until 
the entire city has received a collection.  Once complete with a full round, crews will start again at the top of 
the list.  Crews will not return to a previously-collected area until the entire list has been collected.  As a 
general practice, crews start with the streets South of Rt. 82 and work their way North.  The exact list of 
neighborhoods and streets can be viewed at www.macedonia.oh.us 
 

RAKE LEAVES EARLY AND OFTEN:    Rain and / or snow cause delays to our collection efforts, so the 
earlier you rake your leaves out for collection the better the job the City can do to get them picked up 
efficiently.  The same workers and trucks that are used to collect leaves are also used to plow snow and 
spread salt, so inclement weather will cause delays. 
 

END OF COLLECTION:   The last day to place your leaves out for collection is Monday, November 30, 
2009 AT 6:00 A.M., weather permitting.  On this date, the City will start one final round of leaf collection 
throughout the city.  If your leaves are placed out after this date and after we passed by, you will not receive 
collection. 
 

If you have any questions about the leaf collection service, or would like to know what area our crews are 
working in, please call the Service Department office at 330- 468-8324 or see www.macedonia.oh.us 
Customarily, the City is able to provide three (3) collection passes through the city, weather permitting. 
 

SPECIAL NOTE - TREE & BRUSH DEBRIS:   Please remove all branch debris from roadside areas.  
Brush can either be bundled in 3-4 foot lengths weighing no more than 40 lbs. for collection by your refuse 
hauler, or can be dropped off at the Service Garage Drop-Off Site, located at 9000 Valley View Rd.  The 
drop-off site is open during normal business hours from MON-FRI 6:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  All brush that is 
dropped off is mixed with leaf humus and ground up to make high-quality free mulch for residents.  The 
refuse hauler will also collect any bagged leaves or trimmings left out with your refuse on your regular refuse 
day, year-round. 

�Service Department 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Macedonia Residents are upgrading to curbside recycling service!!  We are very 
pleased to have Republic continue providing curbside collection for our 
community which totals almost 4500 tons of solid waste each year. 

 
 

 
  
HOW TO ACTIVATE YOUR SENIOR DISCOUNT:   SIMPLY MAIL A COPY OF YOUR ID 
OR YOUR GOLDEN BUCKEYE CARD DIRECTLY TO REPUBLIC WASTE CUSTOMER 
SERVICE AND REQUEST THE DISCOUNT.  $1.00 WILL BE DISCOUNTED TO THE 
ACCOUNT EACH MONTH! 
  

Republic Waste Services  
8123 Jones Road  

Cleveland, Ohio 44105 
216-741-8113 

NEW CONTRACT INFO: 
  
*NEW SERVICE: UNLIMITED RUBBISH COLLECTION AND CURBSDIE 
RECYCLING! 
*RUBBISH COLLECTION SCHEDULE STAYS THE SAME!! 
*RECYCLING COLLECTION SAME DAY AS RUBBISH COLLECTION!! 
*RESIDENTS CAN EXPECT THEIR NEW (18 GALLON) BIN FOR RECYCLING 
DELIVERED TO THEIR HOME ON THEIR REGULAR GARBAGE DAY DURING THE 
LAST WEEK OF OCTOBER.   
*RECYCLING COLLECTION STARTS AFTER NOVEMBER 1st. 
*RESIDENTS WILL RECEIVE ALL INFORMATION ALL RECYCLE INFORMATION 
PRIOR TO NEW PROGRAM START DATE   
 
*NEW RATE: $12.65 PER MONTH   
*1.00 DISCOUNT TO OUR RESIDENTS 65 YEARS AND OLDER!! 
FEEL FREE TO CONTACT THE SERVICE DEPARTMENT AT 330-468-8324 IF YOU 
HAVE ANY QUESTIONS!!  THANK YOU!  

 

Refuse and Recycling 



 

 

Rubbish Collection is affected by ONLY SIX major holidays if and when they fall on a weekday. 
The Holiday Schedule for 2009/2010 is as follows: 

Thanksgiving Day Thursday, November 26, 
2009  

Thursday’s collection will be on Friday 
Friday’s collection will be on Saturday 

Christmas Day Friday, December 25, 2009 Friday’s collection will be on Saturday 

New Years Day Friday, January 1, 2010 Friday’s collection will be on Saturday 
Memorial Day  Monday, May 31, 2010  Collection will be one day late for the entire 

week!!! 

Independence Day Sunday, July 4, 2010 COLLECTION WILL NOT BE AFFECTED 

Labor Day Monday, September 6, 2010  Collection will be one day late for the entire 
week!!! 

If no indication of change in schedule is indicated above, the hauler will remain on regular 
schedule!!! For example, Rubbish Haulers keep the regular schedule for Martin Luther King Day, 
Good Friday, Columbus Day.… 

 

 

 

 

ROAD CLOSING 

HIGHLAND ROAD AT FUN 'N' STUFF RAILROAD TRACKS!  

OCT 26TH THRU NOV 4TH 

FOR NORFOLK SOUTHERN TO PERFORM  

TRACK MAINTENANCE. 

DETOUR WILL BE POSTED!!  
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