
Record of Proceedings 
Regular Council Meeting 

December 12th, 2024 
 

 
Presiding Officer, Mayor Nicholas Molnar called the December 12th, 2024 regular Council meeting to 1 
order at 7:30p.m.   2 
  3 
Present: Council members Jessica Brandt, Dave Finley, Jeff Garvas, Jan Tulley, and Vini J. 4 

Ventura. Also present: Law Director Mark Guidetti and Clerk of Council Jon Hoover. 5 
 6 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 7 
 8 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  9 
 10 
Ms. Brandt moved, second by Mr. Garvas, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 11 
November 14, 2024 as received from the Clerk of Council.  The motion carried by a unanimous voice 12 
vote.   13 
 14 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None 15 
 16 
CORRESPONDENCE: The Clerk of Council read an e-mail from Victoria Stuttler commending Dir. 17 
Chadock for a job well done and keeping his promise regarding the new ballfields in Longwood Park 18 
abutting the neighborhood. 19 
 20 
Two e-mails were also read, one from Gary Schmidt and another from Mary Sindelar expressing 21 
appreciation for Winterfest, the holiday lights throughout town and the Santa deliveries to local children.  22 
 23 
INTRODUCTION, READINGS & ADOPTION OF LEGISLATION                  24 
 25 
ORDINANCE NO. 70-2024 26 
AN ORDINANCE DECLARING IMPROVEMENTS TO A CERTAIN PARCEL OF REAL 27 
PROPERTY TO BE A PUBLIC PURPOSE, DESCRIBING THE PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS TO BE 28 
MADE WHICH DIRECTLY BENEFIT SUCH PARCEL, REQUIRING THE OWNERS OF THE 29 
IMPROVEMENTS ON SUCH PARCEL TO MAKE SERVICE PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES, 30 
ESTABLISHING A B&B MUNICIPAL PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT TAX INCREMENT 31 
EQUIVALENT FUND FOR THE DEPOSIT OF SUCH SERVICE PAYMENTS PURSUANT TO OHIO 32 
REVISED CODE SECTION 5709.40, 5709.42 AND 5709.43, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 33 
was offered by Ms. Tulley for its third reading by title only.   34 
 35 
The Mayor explained that “TIFs” take dollars that would normally go elsewhere and keeps them in 36 
Macedonia to make improvements.  The schools remain whole, and the tax dollars are only from the 37 
improvements to the specific properties. 38 
 39 
Ms. Tulley moved, second by Ms. Brandt, to adopt ORD.NO. 70-2024 and post the same according to 40 
law.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.  ORD.NO. 70-2024 declared and adopted. 41 
 42 
ORDINANCE NO. 74-2024 43 
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 2025 ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE CITY OF 44 
MACEDONIA, OHIO was offered by Mr. Ventura for its third reading by title only.   45 
  46 
The Mayor stated this is the 2025 budget that the administration and Council have been working on for 47 
some time. 48 
 49 
Ms. Brandt thanked all who were involved in working on the budget so the City is ready for 2025. 50 
 51 
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Mr. Ventura moved, second by Ms. Brandt, to adopt ORD.NO. 74-2024 and post the same according 52 
to law.  Motion carried by a majority voice vote.  Councilors Brandt, Garvas, Tulley and Ventura voting 53 
in the affirmative.  Councilor Finley voting in the negative.  ORD.NO. 74-2024 declared and adopted. 54 
 55 
ORDINANCE NO. 76-2024 56 
AN ORDINANCE CREATING CHAPTER 798 OF THE CITY OF MACEDONIA’S CODIFIED 57 
ORDINANCES RELATIVE TO ENACTING REGULATIONS FOR ADULT USE MARIJUANA 58 
CULTIVATORS, PROCESSING CENTERS, AND DISPENSARIES was offered by Ms. Brandt for its 59 
third reading by title only. 60 
 61 
Ms. Brandt moved, second by Mr. Garvas, to amend Exhibit ‘A’ of ORD.NO. 76-2024 to conform to 62 
the most recent version distributed by the Law Department.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice 63 
vote. 64 
 65 
Ms. Brandt clarified that the amended exhibit allows cultivators and processors in the specified areas, 66 
while prohibiting dispensaries.  The City would only receive the regular tax dollars from such a business 67 
and not receive any from the “host city” tax fund set up for municipalities that have a dispensary.  While 68 
only a small number of residents voiced opinions either way, it has become clearer that more are against 69 
having dispensaries within the City.  Council has the option to amend this legislation in the future to 70 
allow for dispensaries. 71 
 72 
Ms. Brandt moved, second by Mr. Garvas, to adopt ORD.NO. 76-2024 and post the same according to 73 
law.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.  ORD.NO. 76-2024 declared and adopted. 74 
  75 
ORDINANCE NO. 80-2024 76 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PORTIONS OF CHAPTERS 1133 & 1171 OF THE CODIFIED 77 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MACEDONIA RELATIVE TO FENCES was offered by Mr. 78 
Ventura for its second reading by title only. 79 
  80 
Mr. Ventura moved, second by Mr. Finley, to refer the subject matter of this legislation to the City of 81 
Macedonia Planning Commission for recommendation and waive the 30-day time period required 82 
for the Planning Commission to reply.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. 83 
 84 
RESOLUTION NO. 81-2024 85 
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S REAPPOINTMENT OF JOE BIBER TO THE 86 
MACEDONIA PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION was offered by Ms. Brandt for its first, 87 
second and third reading by title only.  Seconded by Ms. Tulley.  The motion carried unanimously by a 88 
voice vote. 89 
  90 
The Mayor stated Mr. Biber has been a long-serving member of the Parks & Recreation Commission and 91 
has a desire to remain in that position. 92 
 93 
Ms. Brandt moved, second by Ms. Tulley, to adopt RES.NO. 81-2024 and post the same according to 94 
law.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. RES.NO. 81-2024 declared and adopted. 95 
 96 
RESOLUTION NO. 82-2024 97 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO THE AMENDED 98 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR JOB CREATION AND 99 
RETENTION AND TAX REVENUE SHARING WITH SUMMIT COUNTY AND OTHER 100 
PARTICIPATING COMMUNITIES was offered by Mr. Finley for its first, second and third reading 101 
by title only.  Seconded by Mr. Ventura.  The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote. 102 
  103 
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The Mayor stated this legislation is an anti-poaching measure that the City has been a part of, with a few 104 
modifications.  Participation in this MOU allows the City to receive bonus points for grants that help with 105 
such projects as paving City roads. 106 
 107 
Mr. Finley moved, second by Mr. Ventura, to adopt RES.NO. 82-2024 and post the same according to 108 
law.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. RES.NO. 82-2024 declared and adopted. 109 
 110 
ORDINANCE NO. 83-2024 111 
AN ORDINANCE UPDATING THE CITY OF MACEDONIA PLANNED CAPITAL PURCHASE 112 
PROGRAM FOR CERTAIN PLANNED CAPITAL PURCHASES was offered by Ms. Tulley for its 113 
first, second and third reading by title only.  Seconded by Mr. Garvas.  The motion carried 114 
unanimously by a voice vote. 115 
  116 
Dir. Veres shared this is a program he started soon after he began working for the City, which was 117 
initially approved by the auditor and then Council needs to be updated annually on open purchase orders.  118 
This method allows the City to save money for capital purchases over a certain length of time. 119 
 120 
Ms. Tulley moved, second by Mr. Garvas, to adopt ORD.NO. 83-2024 and post the same according to 121 
law.  Motion carried by a majority voice vote.  Councilors Brandt, Garvas, Tulley and Ventura voting in 122 
the affirmative.  Councilor Finley voting in the negative.  ORD.NO. 83-2024 declared and adopted. 123 
 124 
ORDINANCE NO. 84-2024 125 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF BODY-WORN CAMERAS AND 126 
RELATED PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF MACEDONIA POLICE 127 
DEPARTMENT was offered by Mr. Garvas for its first, second and third reading by title only.  128 
Seconded by Mr. Finley.  The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote. 129 
  130 
Chief Yakopovich shared the Police Department has been researching body cameras for a long period of 131 
time and has applied for grants that he is confident the City will receive to help cover the expenses.  132 
However, the first payment for body cameras is due prior to when any potential grants would be received. 133 
 134 
Mr. Garvas moved, second by Mr. Finley, to adopt ORD.NO. 84-2024 and post the same according to 135 
law.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. ORD.NO. 84-2024 declared and adopted. 136 
 137 
ORDINANCE NO. 85-2024 138 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 95-2023 RELATIVE TO CURRENT EXPENSES 139 
AND OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF MACEDONIA FOR THE PERIOD OF JANUARY 140 
1, 2024 TO DECEMBER 31, 2024 was offered by Mr. Ventura for its first, second and third reading 141 
by title only.  Seconded by Mr. Garvas.  The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote. 142 
  143 
Dir. Veres stated this is the third and final amendment to the 2024 appropriations legislation, with very 144 
small adjustments. 145 
 146 
Mr. Ventura moved, second by Mr. Garvas, to adopt ORD.NO. 85-2024 and post the same according 147 
to law.  Motion carried by a majority voice vote. Councilors Brandt, Garvas, Tulley and Ventura voting 148 
in the affirmative.  Councilor Finley voting in the negative. ORD.NO. 85-2024 declared and adopted. 149 
 150 
ORDINANCE NO. 86-2024 151 
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ENTER 152 
INTO A CONTRACT WITH MONTGOMERY TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS, LLC FOR THE 153 
REPLACEMENT OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT JAIL DOOR SECURITY CONTROL SYSTEM 154 
was offered by Mr. Finley for its first, second and third reading by title only.  Seconded by Ms. Brandt.  155 
The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote. 156 
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  157 
Chief Yakopovich stated this is phase two of integrating with the fire alarm system, with several quotes 158 
having been received.  The process had been moving along at a slower pace until recent failures with the 159 
current system made it imperative that action be taken now before it becomes a safety issue. 160 
 161 
Mr. Finley moved, second by Ms. Brandt, to adopt ORD.NO. 86-2024 and post the same according to 162 
law.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. ORD.NO. 86-2024 declared and adopted. 163 
 164 
MOTIONS / OTHER LEGISLATIVE ACTION: None 165 
 166 
MAYOR’S REPORT   167 
 168 

~Regarding the recent incident at Walmart and similar events where the public has a strong desire 169 
for instant information: while understandable, there is a process involved and reason that not all 170 
information can be shared immediately.  Residents should not rely on social media for complete 171 
and accurate information.  The safety of the people that live in and visit this community is taken 172 
very seriously, and great offense is taken at those who say Macedonia is turning into a terrible 173 
place as that is not who we are.  Dir. Guidetti added that in many of these cases there is sensitive 174 
information that is essential to protecting the integrity of the investigation.  There is also the wish 175 
for the City to not provide incorrect information. 176 
~Santa delivery has gone well, and thanks to Mr. Garvas for help with the Santa tracker.  Thanks 177 
for the donations to the Shop with a Cop program and Lt. Costello for coordinating. 178 
~Lots of positive feedback received for last week’s Winterfest.  Thanks to all staff involved that 179 
helped make it a success. 180 
~Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and Happy Holidays! 181 
~Please don’t drive distracted—put down the phone and drive!  182 

 183 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 184 

 185 
Parks & Recreation Commission: Ms. Brandt stated the Commission did not have a December meeting, 186 
but will be back on Wednesday, January 15 at 6pm in the upstairs of the Recreation Center. 187 
 188 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 189 
 190 
Service Department: Director Wilson – Just under 10,000 cubic yards of leaves have been collected so 191 
far, with at least one more full sweep of the City planned.  300 tons of ClearLane and 600 tons of road salt 192 
have been used, along with about half the tank of brine.  158 work orders were completed in November.  193 
Props to the Service Department workers for putting all the holiday lights up throughout the City. 194 
 195 
Ms. Brandt added there has been a lot of good feedback on the plowing job done by the Service 196 
Department on the roads throughout the City. 197 
 198 
Engineer: Director Gigliotti – Utility work at the intersection of Highland and Valley View continues in 199 
advance of the widening project happening in summer 2025.  PCR rankings will be presented to Council 200 
next month in preparation for road paving in 2025. 201 
 202 
Parks and Recreation Department:  – Director Chadock – Explained the process behind what he 203 
referred to as “Phase III” of the holiday lighting throughout Longwood Park and the intentional focus 204 
from 2020 to present.  Jim Clark and Dir. Chadock to be speakers and presenters at next year’s Ohio 205 
Parks & Recreation Association conference in February. 206 
 207 
Finance Department: Director Veres – Happy Birthday to Dir. Collins, Mr. Garvas and Dir. Gigliotti! 208 
 209 
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IT Department: Director Collins – 39 help desk tickets closed since the last meeting.  Thanks to the 210 
Service, Recreation, Fire and Police Departments for a great Winterfest.  Happy holiday and healthy new 211 
year! 212 
 213 
Building Department:  Commissioner Monaco – Phase 2 of the sidewalk project is being completed.  214 
Approximately 400 notices were sent, over 100 calls and e-mails were received.  Conversations were had 215 
with many residents, and he is pleased that residents realize there is a need for it.  The plan is to go out for 216 
bid soon, with the anticipation that more bids will be received and thus better prices. 217 
 218 
Mr. Garvas asked if a resident did not receive notice, but believes their sidewalk needs repaired can they 219 
participate, to which the Mayor suggested they call the Building Department. 220 
 221 
HR Department: Director Smith – Benefit enrollment for City employees ended today and employees 222 
should be receiving new cards for 2025. 223 
 224 
Fire Department: Chief Ripley – On December 4th, the Fire Department responded to hikers at 225 
Brandywine Falls needing rescued.  Please dress for the weather and stay within the designated trail areas.  226 
Call volume to date has exceeded that of last year, with close to 4700 expected before the end of the year.  227 
Santa delivery was another success.  Happy holidays and a healthy New Year! 228 
 229 
Police Department: Chief Yakopovich – Shop with a Cop is this Saturday, December 14.  Thanks for 230 
support from the community, allowing 16 kids to participate this year.  Another police officer, Chad 231 
Shaffer, started with the Department this past Monday. 232 
 233 
Law Department:  Director Guidetti – No report 234 
 235 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 236 
 237 
NEW BUSINESS: Mr. Garvas thanked the residents that provided feedback on ORD.NO. 76-2024 and 238 
reminded everyone that his home has an elaborate holiday light show that people are welcome to enjoy 239 
from the street at 9821 Firestone. 240 
 241 
Ms. Tulley wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and pointed out the various holiday 242 
light displays throughout the City. 243 
 244 
On another note, Ms. Tulley announced that after proudly serving for 28 years, tonight’s Council meeting 245 
will be her last as she will be resigning from her seat on December 31.  Ms. Tulley and her husband will 246 
be downsizing their home to a one-story bungalow outside of Macedonia.  Procedurally, since there is one 247 
year left in her current term, Council will appoint her replacement to serve the remainder until that seat is 248 
up for re-election in November 2025.  Ms. Tulley expressed hope that younger and more diverse 249 
candidates will emerge in the future. 250 
 251 
In closing, Ms. Tulley shared the following: 252 
 253 

“It has been my pleasure and honor to serve the public.  I have always said ‘I work for you, not 254 
for me’, so I appreciate it, and thank you.” 255 

 256 
Ms. Tulley’s comments were met with a standing ovation from all in attendance. 257 
 258 
Mr. Garvas asked Dir. Guidetti if, while Council was in session, there was any benefit to making a motion 259 
to allow the Clerk of Council to take any specific action, to which Dir. Guidetti replied not at this time. 260 
 261 
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There being no further business, Mr. Garvas moved, second by Ms. Tulley, to adjourn the meeting.  The 262 
motion passed unanimously pursuant to a voice vote and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 263 
8:12p.m. 264 
 265 
Date: _______________________________ 266 
     267 
 268 
      Attest: ________________________________ 269 
       Jon Hoover, Clerk of Council 270 
 271 
Mayor: __________________________________ 272 
  Nicholas Molnar 273 


