
Record of Proceedings 
Regular Council Meeting 

January 9th, 2025 
 

 
Presiding Officer, Mayor Nicholas Molnar called the January 9th, 2025 regular Council meeting to order 1 
at 7:30p.m.   2 
  3 
Present: Council members Jessica Brandt, Dave Finley, Jeff Garvas, and Vini J. Ventura. Also 4 

present: Law Director Mark Guidetti and Clerk of Council Jon Hoover. 5 
 6 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 7 
 8 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  9 
 10 
Ms. Brandt moved, second by Mr. Garvas, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of December 11 
12, 2024 as received from the Clerk of Council.  The motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.   12 
 13 

ELECTION OF COUNCIL OFFICERS 14 
 15 
Council President 16 
 17 
Ms. Brandt moved, seconded by Mr. Ventura, to nominate Mr. Garvas to the position of Council 18 
President.  19 
 20 
There being no further nominations, nominations were closed. 21 
 22 
Ms. Brandt’s motion, seconded by Mr. Ventura, electing Mr. Garvas to the position of Council President 23 
carried unanimously on a voice vote.  24 
 25 

Mr. Garvas elected Council President for 2025 26 
 27 

Council Vice-President 28 
 29 
Ms. Brandt moved, seconded by Mr. Garvas, to nominate Mr. Ventura to the position of Council Vice-30 
President. 31 
 32 
There being no further nominations, nominations were closed. 33 
 34 
Ms. Brandt’s motion, seconded by Mr. Garvas, electing Mr. Ventura to the position of Council Vice-35 
President carried on a unanimous voice vote 36 
 37 
    Mr. Ventura elected Council Vice-President for 2025 38 
 39 
Council Representative to the Parks & Recreation Commission 40 
 41 
Mr. Ventura moved, seconded by Mr. Garvas, to nominate Ms. Brandt for the position of Council 42 
Representative to the Parks & Recreation Commission. 43 
 44 
There being no further nominations, nominations were closed. 45 
 46 
Mr. Ventura’s motion, seconded by Mr. Garvas, electing Ms. Brandt to the position of Council 47 
Representative to the Parks & Recreation Commission carried unanimously on a voice vote. 48 
 49 

Ms. Brandt elected Council Representative to the Parks & 50 
Recreation Commission for 2025 51 

 52 
Volunteer Firefighters Dependency Fund Board 53 
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 54 
Mr. Ventura moved, seconded by Mr. Garvas, to nominate Ms. Brandt to the position of Volunteer 55 
Firefighters Dependency Fund Board member. 56 
 57 
Ms. Brandt moved, seconded by Mr. Finley, to nominate Mr. Garvas to the position of Volunteer 58 
Firefighters Dependency Fund Board member. 59 
 60 
There being no further nominations, nominations were closed. 61 
 62 
Mr. Ventura’s motion, seconded by Mr. Garvas, electing Ms. Brandt and Mr. Garvas to the positions of 63 
Volunteer Firefighters Dependency Fund Board member carried unanimously on a voice vote. 64 
 65 

Ms. Brandt and Mr. Garvas elected to the Volunteer Firefighters 66 
Dependency Fund Board for 2025 67 

 68 
Finance Committee Chair 69 
 70 
Mr. Garvas moved, seconded by Ms. Brandt, to nominate Mr. Ventura for the position of Finance 71 
Committee Chair. 72 
 73 
There being no further nominations, nominations were closed. 74 
 75 
Mr. Garvas’ motion, seconded by Ms. Brandt, electing Mr. Ventura to the position of Finance Committee 76 
Chair carried unanimously on a voice vote. 77 
 78 
    Mr. Ventura elected Finance Committee Chair for 2025 79 
 80 
 81 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None 82 
 83 
CORRESPONDENCE: The Clerk of Council read an e-mail from Russ Mazzola of Northfield Center 84 
Township thanking the Macedonia Fire/EMS team for responding to an accident involving his brother-in-85 
law.  The personnel involved were Lt. Dave Aberth and Medics Rob Searson, Mike Velasquez, Brian 86 
Leffler and Bryan Friend. 87 
 88 
INTRODUCTION, READINGS & ADOPTION OF LEGISLATION                  89 
 90 
ORDINANCE NO. 1-2025 91 
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING THE CURRENT COMPENSATION SCHEDULE FOR THE NON-92 
UNION EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF MACEDONIA, OHIO was offered by Mr. Finley for its first, 93 
second and third reading by title only.  Seconded by Mr. Ventura.  The motion carried unanimously by 94 
a voice vote. 95 
  96 
Chief Ripley stated this legislation allows for the increase in number of part-time fire inspectors.  The Fire 97 
Department currently has one full-time fire inspector, and two part-time employees that handle aspects of 98 
fire inspection and prevention along with their regular fire/medic duties. 99 
 100 
Mr. Finley moved, second by Mr. Ventura, to adopt ORD.NO. 1-2025 and post the same according to 101 
law.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. ORD.NO. 1-2025 declared and adopted. 102 
 103 
ORDINANCE NO. 2-2025 104 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF MACEDONIA & 105 
CHAGRIN VALLEY ENGINEERING, LTD. RELATIVE TO COMPENSATION FOR 106 
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ENGINEERING SERVICES PROVIDED TO THE CITY was offered by Mr. Garvas for its first, second 107 
and third reading by title only.  Seconded by Ms. Brandt.  The motion carried unanimously by a voice 108 
vote. 109 
  110 
The Mayor stated he would like to keep Dir. Gigliotti in this role and that there is a lot of value in having 111 
a really good, talented engineer for the City.  112 
 113 
Mr. Garvas moved, second by Ms. Brandt, to adopt ORD.NO. 2-2025 and post the same according to 114 
law.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. ORD.NO. 2-2025 declared and adopted. 115 
 116 
RESOLUTION NO. 3-2025 117 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY ENGINEER TO PREPARE PLANS, BIDS AND 118 
SPECIFICATIONS, AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS, 119 
TO RESURFACE LEDGE ROAD was offered by Mr. Ventura for its first, second and third reading by 120 
title only.  Seconded by Mr. Garvas.  The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote. 121 
  122 
Dir. Gigliotti shared 50% of this project’s funding, $402,000, will come from OPWC to pave Ledge Road 123 
between N. Bedford and Shepard Roads in the summer of 2025. 124 
 125 
Mr. Ventura moved, second by Mr. Garvas, to adopt RES.NO. 3-2025 and post the same according to 126 
law.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.  RES.NO. 3-2025 declared and adopted. 127 
 128 
RESOLUTION NO. 4-2025 129 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY ENGINEER TO PREPARE PLANS, BIDS AND 130 
SPECIFICATIONS, AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS, 131 
FOR VARIOUS ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE 2025 ROAD IMPROVEMENT 132 
PROGRAM was offered by Mr. Garvas for its first, second and third reading by title only.  Seconded 133 
by Mr. Finley.  The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote. 134 
  135 
Dir. Gigliotti gave the annual presentation for the 2025 road program.  Roads to be completely repaved 136 
include Bobolink, Highland Pointe Parkway, Hampton, Sherwood, Ashford and Starlight.  Ledge Road 137 
will be completed under a separate contract. 138 
 139 
Mr. Garvas moved, second by Mr. Finley, to adopt RES.NO. 4-2025 and post the same according to 140 
law.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. RES.NO. 4-2025 declared and adopted. 141 
 142 
MOTIONS / OTHER LEGISLATIVE ACTION: None 143 
 144 
MAYOR’S REPORT   145 
 146 

~Criteria architect for the new Service Building has been selected: Jeffrey A. Grusenmeyer & 147 
Associates.  We will be operating out of that building by two years from this date. 148 
~Thanks to Jan Tulley for her time spent and accomplishments for the City.  I wish the best for 149 
her in the future. 150 
~Longtime friend in the community Bart Benjamin passed away.  He will be sorely missed. 151 
~Today is National Law Enforcement Day.  Give thanks to the people that keep us safe. 152 
~Please don’t drive distracted—put down the phone and drive!  153 

 154 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 155 

 156 
Parks & Recreation Commission: Ms. Brandt stated the Commission will have its first meeting in 2025 157 
on Wednesday, January 15 at 6pm.  This will be the first meeting since October 2024, so there will be 158 
much to discuss for the new year. 159 
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 160 
Finance Committee: Mr. Ventura stated the Finance Committee has wrapped 2024 and will soon be 161 
conferring with Dir. Veres to address the next steps in 2025. 162 
 163 
Cemetery Board: Ms. Brandt noted that Ms. Tulley had been the Macedonia representative on the 164 
Cemetery Board.  Mr. Finley will be stepping into that role and residents with questions should contact 165 
him. 166 
 167 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 168 
 169 
Service Department: Director Wilson – Provided recent historical figures of snowfall within the City.  170 
Thanks to the snowplow drivers for their hard work and asks motorists to give trucks space and drive 171 
safely. 172 
 173 
Engineer: Director Gigliotti – Thanks to Council for support on all the legislation this evening. 174 
 175 
Parks and Recreation Department:  – Director Chadock – Thanks to Dir. Gigliotti in helping get the 176 
entrance to Longwood Park paved last year.  Budget projections from the architect on several projects 177 
including the family changing room and upstairs offices in the Recreation Center should be received in 178 
the next week allowing for movement in the first quarter of 2025.  Capital project planning for this year, 179 
which has to work around activity seasons, has commenced. 180 
 181 
Finance Department: Director Veres – Absent 182 
 183 
IT Department: Director Collins – 467 help desk tickets were closed in 2024.  Thanks to the Service 184 
Department staff—the roads look great! 185 
 186 
Building Department:  Commissioner Monaco – The structure at 1264 E Twinsburg was razed.  This did 187 
not have to come to Council as the property owner decided it was in his best interest to pay a contractor 188 
directly.  A few projects that will come to Council soon include the 2025 sidewalk program and 189 
demolition of the old BP station at the corner of Highland and SR8. 190 
 191 
HR Department: Director Smith – HR has closed out 2024 and everything is loaded for 2025. 192 
 193 
Fire Department: Chief Ripley – Thanks to passage of ORD 1-2025.  Last year finished with 4,650 calls 194 
district-wide, approximately 2,350 of those were in Macedonia.  More historical figures giving context 195 
will be provided soon. 196 
 197 
Police Department: Chief Yakopovich – Appreciate the mention of National Law Enforcement Day—198 
the City has a group of hard-working officers that appreciate support from the community.  Current 199 
manpower within the department has allowed for two full-time school resource officers (SRO) to be 200 
placed in the schools located within Macedonia. 201 
 202 
The Mayor clarified that the City of Macedonia funded and designed the SRO vehicles, not the school 203 
district. 204 
 205 
Law Department:  Director Guidetti – No report 206 
 207 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 208 
 209 
NEW BUSINESS: Ms. Brandt reminded residents of the open Council seat, and that with less than a year 210 
remaining on the term, Council must elect someone to fill that role.  Any current resident 18 and over and 211 
that has lived at least two continuous years in the City may apply by sending their cover letter and resume 212 



Record of Proceedings 
Regular Council Meeting 

January 9th, 2025 
 

 
to the Council Clerk.  The deadline to apply is Friday, January 17 by 3pm and Council must elect an 213 
individual by January 31.  Interviews will be conducted during the week of the 20th. 214 
 215 
Mr. Garvas and Mr. Ventura thanked the rest of Council for electing them to their leadership positions on 216 
Council. 217 
 218 
Ms. Brandt moved, second by Mr. Garvas, to enter into executive session to discuss the appointment, 219 
employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or 220 
official pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(1). 221 
 222 
   Roll call: Ayes: Ms. Brandt, Mr. Finley, Mr. Garvas, Mr. Ventura 223 
     Nays: None 224 

The motion carried unanimously and Council entered into 225 
executive session at 7:58pm.  Council returned from executive 226 
session at 8:22pm. 227 

 228 
There being no further business, Mr. Finley moved, second by Mr. Ventura, to adjourn the meeting.  229 
The motion passed unanimously pursuant to a voice vote and the meeting was adjourned at 230 
approximately 8:22p.m. 231 
 232 
Date: _______________________________ 233 
     234 
 235 
      Attest: ________________________________ 236 
       Jon Hoover, Clerk of Council 237 
 238 
Mayor: __________________________________ 239 
  Nicholas Molnar 240 


