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Record of Proceedings
Regular Council Meeting
July 24th, 2025

Presiding Officer, Mayor Nicholas Molnar called the July 24th, 2025 regular Council meeting to order at
7:30p.m.

Present: Council members Jessica Brandt, Matt Ferraro, Dave Finley, Jeff Garvas, and Vini J.
Ventura.

Also present: Law Director Mark Guidetti and Clerk of Council Jon Hoover.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Mr. Garvas moved, second by Mr. Ventura, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of June 12,
2025. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

Mr. Garvas moved, second by Mr. Ventura, to approve the minutes of the special meeting of June 19,
2025. Motion carried by a majority voice vote. Councilors Brandt, Finley, Garvas and Ventura voted in

the affirmative. Councilor Ferraro abstained.

Mr. Garvas moved, second by Mr. Ventura, to approve the minutes of the special meeting of June 30,
2025. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

~ Vinnie Milianta, 1095 Hampton Drive, expressed his opposition to ORD. NO. 40-2025 by stating his
opinion that the leash requirements included in the ordinance are too strict. Ms. Brandt and Mr. Ventura
attempted to clarify points on the legislation as well as the public feedback they have received. Mr.
Garvas invited Mr. Milianta to submit language that he feels would be appropriate for Council
consideration.

CORRESPONDENCE: None

INTRODUCTION, READINGS & ADOPTION OF LEGISLATION

ORDINANCE NO. 40-2025

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 505.01 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY
OF MACEDONIA RELATIVE TO DOGS & CATS RUNNING AT LARGE was offered by Ms. Brandt
for its second reading by title only.

RESOLUTION NO. 43-2025

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING ALTERNATE TAX BUDGET INFORMATION FOR THE CITY OF
MACEDONIA, OHIO FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026, AND SUBMITTING THE SAME TO THE
SUMMIT COUNTY AUDITOR was offered by Mr. Ferraro for its first, second and third readings by
title only. Seconded by Mr. Garvas. The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote.

Dir. Veres stated this is an annual item done each year that includes the City’s estimate of what the inside
millage rate will be.

Mr. Ferraro moved, second by Mr. Garvas, to adopt RES.NO. 43-2025 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a majority voice vote. Councilors Brandt, Ferraro, Garvas and Ventura voted in
the affirmative. Councilor Finley voted in the negative. RES.NO. 43-2025 declared and adopted.
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ORDINANCE NO. 44-2025

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING THE CURRENT COMPENSATION SCHEDULE FOR THE NON-
UNION EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF MACEDONIA, OHIO was offered by Ms. Brandt for its first,
second and third readings by title only. Seconded by Mr. Ferraro. The motion carried unanimously by
a voice vote.

Commissioner Monaco stated this ordinance is to create a new temporary part-time administrative
assistant position in the Building Department. It will not be used imminently, but for future needs.

Ms. Brandt moved, second by Mr. Ferraro, to adopt ORD.NO. 44-2025 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. ORD.NO. 44-2025 declared and adopted.

RESOLUTION NO. 45-2025

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO TAKE SUCH STEPS NECESSARY TO APPLY
FOR FUNDING FROM THE OHIO PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION, DISTRICT EIGHT PUBLIC
WORKS COMMITTEE, PROGRAM YEAR 40, FOR THE NORTH BEDFORD ROAD
RESURFACING PROJECT was offered by Mr. Finley for its first, second and third readings by title
only. Seconded by Mr. Ferraro. The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote.

Dir. Gigliotti shared this allows the City to make application to OPWC for paving North Bedford Road
between SR 82 and Ledge Road. If the grant application is successful, it would be a project for 2027.

Mr. Finley moved, second by Mr. Ferraro, to adopt RES.NO. 45-2025 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. RES.NO. 45-2025 declared and adopted.

RESOLUTION NO. 46-2025

AN EMERGENCY RESOLUTION SUBMITTING THE QUESTION OF THE RENEWAL OF AN
EXISTING 5.07 MILL TAX LEVY FOR THE PURPOSE OF CURRENT EXPENSES PURSUANT TO
OHIO REVISED CODE §§ 5705.19(A) & 5705.191 was offered by Mr. Garvas for its first, second and
third readings by title only. Seconded by Mr. Ventura. The motion carried by a majority voice vote.
Councilors Brandt, Ferraro, Garvas and Ventura voted in the affirmative. Councilor Finley voted in the
negative.

Dir. Veres stated this resolution pertains to the operating levy that comes up for renewal every five years.
While the resolution states 5.07 mill, the effective millage is about 1.1.

Ms. Brandt added this levy is not as much as might appear.

The Mayor further added that these funds are specifically used for Police, Fire and some safety services.
Dir. Veres added that this costs property owners’ approximately $41 per $100,000 of the fair market
value.

Mr. Garvas moved, second by Mr. Ventura, to adopt RES.NO. 46-2025 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a majority voice vote. Councilors Brandt, Ferraro, Garvas and Ventura voted in
the affirmative. Councilor Finley voted in the negative. RES.NO. 46-2025 declared and adopted.

RESOLUTION NO. 47-2025

A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE REAPPOINTMENT OF JOHN POTKALITSKY TO THE CITY
OF MACEDONIA CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION was offered by Mr. Finley for its first, second and
third readings by title only. Seconded by Ms. Brandt. The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote.

The Mayor stated Mr. Potkalitsky has given valuable input to decisions made on the Civil Service
Commission and would like his term to be renewed.
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Mr. Finley moved, second by Ms. Brandt, to adopt RES.NO. 47-2025 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. RES.NO. 47-2025 declared and adopted.

RESOLUTION NO. 48-2025

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING HOUSE BILL 335 AND URGING THE OHIO GENERAL ASSEMBLY
TO REJECT LEGISLATION THAT ELIMINATES INSIDE MILLAGE AND TRANSFERS LOCAL
BUDGETARY AUTHORITY TO COUNTY BUDGET COMMISSIONS was offered by Ms. Brandt for
its first, second and third readings by title only. Seconded by Mr. Ventura. The motion carried
unanimously by a voice vote.

Dir. Guidetti shared HB 335 is currently in the Ways and Means Committee, and one of the main
components of the bill is eliminating inside millage, which affects all political subdivisions except
townships.

Ms. Brandt moved, second by Mr. Ventura, to adopt RES.NO. 48-2025 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a majority voice vote. Councilors Brandt, Ferraro, Garvas and Ventura voted in
the affirmative. Councilor Finley voted in the negative. RES.NO. 48-2025 declared and adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. 49-2025

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A
CONTRACT WITH MILLSTONE MANAGEMENT GROUP, INC. FOR THE “RECREATION
CENTER RENOVATION AND IMPROVEMENT PROJECT” was offered by Ms. Brandt for its first,
second and third readings by title only. Seconded by Mr. Finley. The motion carried unanimously by
a voice vote.

The Mayor stated this project for the upstairs office area and family changing room of the Recreation
Center has been in the works and budgeted for some time. Dir. Eckendorf elaborated on specific aspects
of the project.

Ms. Brandt moved, second by Mr. Finley, to adopt ORD.NO. 49-2025 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. ORD.NO. 49-2025 declared and adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. 50-2025

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A
CONTRACT WITH SIGNARAMA CLEVELAND FOR PHASE III OF THE CITY-WIDE SIGNAGE
PROJECT was offered by Mr. Ferraro for its first, second and third readings by title only. Seconded
by Mr. Finley. The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote.

The Mayor shared this phase is for the remainder of the signs throughout town (North Bedford, Walters,
Chik-fil-A and North Freeway Drive). Two other locations were on the list but turned out to be in
ODOT’s right-of-way. A new sign will also be placed at Sugarbush Park. The new signs are extremely
durable and should last at least 50 years.

Mr. Ferraro moved, second by Mr. Finley, to adopt ORD.NO. 50-2025 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. ORD.NO. 50-2025 declared and adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. 51-2025

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PORTIONS OF CHAPTERS 1163 & 1171 OF THE CODIFIED
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MACEDONIA RELATIVE TO NEW RESIDENTIAL
DRIVEWAYS AND PARKING AREAS was offered by Mr. Finley for its first reading by title only.

Commissioner Monaco stated this legislation would require hard surfaces on all new driveways.
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Mr. Finley moved, second by Mr. Ferraro, to refer ORD 51-2025 to the Macedonia Planning
Commission for consideration and comment. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

MOTIONS / OTHER LEGISLATIVE ACTION:

Mr. Ferraro moved, second by Mr. Ventura, to accept a donation from the Dufour Family Foundation

in the amount of $5,000 to be used for the lease of Flock cameras. Motion carried by a majority voice

vote. Councilors Brandt, Ferraro, Garvas and Ventura voted in the affirmative. Councilor Finley voted in
the negative.

The Mayor thanked the Dufour Family Foundation for the donation and explained how Flock cameras are
utilized.

MAYOR’S REPORT

~Welcome Director Peter Eckendorf!

~Former Macedonia Police Officer Chuck Kozelka recently passed away and will be missed
~Sloan’s Ice Cream recently opened in Macedonia Commons.

~Rail emergency training exercise recently took place in Macedonia and involved multiple
agencies.

~In the context of the renewal levy for the November ballot, Macedonia was rated in the Top 15
lowest property tax rates in Northeast Ohio. The renewal levy is not an increase.

~Happy Birthdays to Dir. Veres and Commissioner Monaco!

~Please don’t drive distracted—put the phones down and drive the car!

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Parks & Recreation Commission: Ms. Brandt reported the next meeting will be on August 20" at 6pm
in the upstairs of the Rec Center.

Cemetery Board: Mr. Ferraro reported the next meeting will take place in early September

Finance Committee: Mr. Ventura stated the next meeting is September 11 prior to the Council work
session. The Committee will meet again on September 25 and twice in October.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Service Department: Director Wilson — Service Department recently completed updating the Council
Caucus area and Clerk’s office and did a good job. Currently hiring two maintenance technicians and an
administrative assistant. Thanks to Chief Ripley for the recent rail emergency training opportunity.
Welcome Dir. Eckendorf.

Engineer: Director Gigliotti — Second phase of Ledge Road paving is scheduled to take place mid-August
from the railroad bridge to North Bedford Road, which will require a one-day road closure under the
bridge. Summit County is building a fiber optic line underground around the county.

Parks and Recreation Department: Director Eckendorf — Thanks to the welcoming people, excited to
be here. Preparing for the annual cleaning and maintenance shutdown at the Rec Center, with the pool
shutting down August 21 and the rest of the building August 25 before re-opening on September 1. In the
hiring process of a new Recreation Manager for Sports & Facilities.
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Finance Department: Director Veres — RITA refund extensions will be honored. Thanks for passage of
RES 46-2025, which will be on the November ballot. A few bullet points: it was first passed in 1962, the
current effective millage rate is 1.182730, is a 5-year renewal levy, has been renewed 8 times since 1980.
2025 estimated collections from the operating levy is $757,536. Money from the operating levy is put in
the general fund to specifically support safety service costs.

IT Department: Director Collins — 54 help desk tickets closed since the last meeting. Major projects
include replacing the phone system.

Building Department: Commissioner Monaco — Sloan’s Ice Cream is now open. New residential
project Valley Reserve broke ground. Divinity Landing is currently installing sewers and water line. St.
Gregorius Church had final approval from the Planning Commission for an addition. Cleanland Carwash
has a new owner and is changing the name to New Clean Express Carwash. The sidewalk program starts
next month.

HR Department: Director Smith — Preparing for annual employee health fair on September 18 in the
basement of City Hall.

Fire Department: Chief Ripley — The railroad emergency exercise was part of a recertification of the
County Hazmat team, which takes place every three years. Additional details on the exercise were
shared. Emergency call volume is up 8% year-to-date from 2024. Welcome Dir. Eckendorf.

Police Department: Chief Yakopovich — Chuck Kozelka was a well-known member of this community
and will be missed. Condolences to his family, as well as the Lorain Police Department and the family of
Officer Phillip Wagner. Thank you to the Dufour Family Foundation for their donation. In the process of
hiring dispatchers. Thanks to Chief Ripley for putting together the rail emergency training.

Law Department: Director Guidetti — No report

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS: Mayor Molnar wished his wife a happy anniversary.

There being no further business, Mr. Garvas moved, second by Mr. Ventura, to adjourn the meeting.
The motion passed unanimously pursuant to a voice vote and the meeting was adjourned at
approximately 8:10p.m.

Date:

Attest:
Jon Hoover, Clerk of Council

Mayor:

Nicholas Molnar



