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Record of Proceedings
Regular Council Meeting
September 11th, 2025

Presiding Officer, Mayor Nicholas Molnar called the September 11th, 2025 regular Council meeting to
order at 7:30p.m.

Present: Council members Jessica Brandt, Matt Ferraro, Dave Finley, Jeff Garvas, and Vini J.
Ventura.
Also present: Law Director Mark Guidetti and Clerk of Council Jon Hoover.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Mr. Garvas moved, second by Mr. Ventura, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of August
14, 2025. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None

CORRESPONDENCE: The Clerk of Council read a letter from Harry and Susan Klein thanking the Fire
Department for their swift and efficient response to a trash fire on Willow Lane.

INTRODUCTION, READINGS & ADOPTION OF LEGISLATION

ORDINANCE NO. 40-2025

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 505.01 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY
OF MACEDONIA RELATIVE TO DOGS & CATS RUNNING AT LARGE was offered by Ms. Brandt
for its third reading by title only. Seconded by Mr. Ventura.

Ms. Brandt stated that this ordinance is basically a leash law for the protection of all dogs, residents and
property, clarifying what the ordinance does and does not do. Chief Yakopovich added police officers
have discretion and while most interactions the Department has regarding dogs are resolved through a
conversation and/or warning, this ordinance would provide a means to address the problem should it not
be remedied by those methods.

Ms. Brandt moved, second by Mr. Ventura, to adopt ORD.NO. 40-2025 and post the same according
to law.

Roll call: Ayes: Ms. Brandt, Mr. Ferraro, Mr. Garvas, Mr. Ventura
Nays: Mr. Finley

Motion carried by a roll call vote of 4 in favor and 1 against. ORD.NQ. 40-2025 declared and adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. 51-2025

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PORTIONS OF CHAPTERS 1163 & 1171 OF THE CODIFIED
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MACEDONIA RELATIVE TO NEW RESIDENTIAL
DRIVEWAYS AND PARKING AREAS remained at second reading.

ORDINANCE NO. 53-2025

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE DECLARING IMPROVEMENTS TO CERTAIN PARCELS OF
REAL PROPERTY TO BE A PUBLIC PURPOSE, DESCRIBING THE PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS
TO BE MADE WHICH DIRECTLY BENEFIT SUCH PARCELS, REQUIRING THE OWNERS OF
THE IMPROVEMENTS ON SUCH PARCELS TO MAKE SERVICE PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF
TAXES, ESTABLISHING A NCR MUNICIPAL PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT TAX INCREMENT
EQUIVALENT FUND FOR THE DEPOSIT OF SUCH SERVICE PAYMENTS PURSUANT TO OHIO
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REVISED CODE §§ 5709.40, 5709.42 & 5709.43 was offered by Mr. Ferraro for its 2nd reading by
title only.

The Mayor shared this is a TIF for Divinity Landing off Route 8 by the bowling alley. This is not senior
or budget living, but a 55 and over facility. If anyone has questions, feel free to call the Mayor’s Office.

ORDINANCE NO. 55-2025

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1171.12 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE
CITY OF MACEDONIA RELATIVE TO RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PARKING IN RESIDENTIAL
DISTRICTS remained at first reading.

ORDINANCE NO. 56-2025

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 761 OF THE CITY OF MACEDONIA’S CODIFIED
ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO PEDDLERS, SOLICITORS, & CANVASSERS remained at first
reading.

RESOLUTION NO. 57-2025

AN EMERGENCY RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TRADE IN OF A 2017 FORD FUSION
POLICE DEPARTMENT VEHICLE TO SERPENTINI OF NORTH OLMSTED WITHOUT THE
NECESSITY OF ADVERTISEMENT AND FORMAL BIDDING was offered by Mr. Finley for its first,
second and third readings by title only. Seconded by Mr. Ferraro. The motion carried unanimously by
a voice vote.

Chief Yakopovich reported this purchase was initially part of next year’s Planned Capital program for a
dedicated SRO vehicle, but Lt. Costello had found a vehicle currently for sale that through various
incentives would save the City $20,000.

Mr. Finley moved, second by Mr. Ferraro, to adopt RES.NO. 57-2025 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. RES.NO. 57-2025 declared and adopted.

RESOLUTION NO. 58-2025

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE MAYOR ENTERING INTO THE 2025-2026 VERSION OF
THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR JOB CREATION
AND RETENTION AND TAX REVENUE SHARING WITH SUMMIT COUNTY AND OTHER
PARTICIPATING COMMUNITIES was offered by Mr. Ferraro for its first, second and third readings
by title only. Seconded by Mr. Finley. The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote.

The Mayor stated this is essentially an anti-poaching agreement that not only penalizes attracting a
business from a participating community, but factors into the amount of grant dollars the City can
potentially receive from the Ohio Public Works Commission.

Mr. Ferraro moved, second by Mr. Finley, to adopt RES.NO. 58-2025 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a majority voice vote. Councilors Brandt, Ferraro, Garvas and Ventura voted in
the affirmative. Councilor Finley voted in the negative. RES.NO. 58-2025 declared and adopted.

RESOLUTION NO. 59-2025

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNTS AND RATES AS DETERMINED BY THE
COUNTY BUDGET COMMISSION, AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES &
CERTIFYING THE SAME TO THE SUMMIT COUNTY, OHIO FISCAL OFFICE was offered by Ms.
Brandt for its first, second and third readings by title only. Seconded by Mr. Ventura. The motion
carried unanimously by a voice vote.

The Mayor shared this is a housekeeping measure done every year certifying the City’s tax rates.
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Ms. Brandt moved, second by Mr. Ventura, to adopt RES.NO. 59-2025 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a majority voice vote. Councilors Brandt, Ferraro, Garvas and Ventura voted in
the affirmative. Councilor Finley voted in the negative. RES.NO. 59-2025 declared and adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. 60-2025

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A “CASE 621G XR” WHEEL LOADER
FROM SOUTHEASTERN EQUIPMENT COMPANY THROUGH THE SOURCEWELL
COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM FOR USE BY THE SERVICE DEPARTMENT was
offered by Mr. Garvas for its first, second and third readings by title only. Seconded by Ms. Brandt.
The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote.

Dir. Wilson stated this purchase would replace an older wheel loader, which is used primarily in salting
the roads. The purchase is part of the Planned Capital program.

Mr. Garvas moved, second by Ms. Brandt, to adopt ORD.NO. 60-2025 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. ORD.NO. 60-2025 declared and adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. 61-2025

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A “TITAN PRO PLUS” LEAF VACUUM
LOADER AND TWO “SPARTAN-STYLE” LEAF CONTAINMENT BODIES FROM MACQUEEN
THROUGH THE HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL COOPERATIVE PURCHASING
PROGRAM FOR USE BY THE SERVICE DEPARTMENT was offered by Mr. Ventura for its first,
second and third readings by title only. Seconded by Mr. Finley. The motion carried unanimously by
a voice vote.

Dir. Wilson stated this is also a Planned Capital program purchase and is the final replacement of the old
leaf removal equipment.

Mr. Ventura moved, second by Ms. Finley, to adopt ORD.NO. 61-2025 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. ORD.NO. 61-2025 declared and adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. 62-2025

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A
CONTRACT WITH GRADE LINE, INC. FOR THE STORM SEWER REPLACEMENT AT 371 EAST
AURORA ROAD IN THE CITY OF MACEDONIA was offered by Mr. Finley for its first, second and
third readings by title only. Seconded by Mr. Ferraro. The motion carried unanimously by a voice
vote.

Dir. Gigliotti stated this project is to replace an old storm sewer pipe located on the tree lawn in front of
Aldi and is funded entirely by the NEORSD.

Mr. Finley moved, second by Mr. Ferraro, to adopt ORD.NQ. 60-2025 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. ORD.NO. 60-2025 declared and adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. 63-2025

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 74-2024 RELATIVE TO CURRENT EXPENSES
AND OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF MACEDONIA FOR THE PERIOD OF JANUARY
1,2025 TO DECEMBER 31, 2025 was offered by Mr. Ventura for its first, second and third readings
by title only. Seconded by Ms. Brandt. The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote.
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Dir. Veres shared this is the first amendment to this year’s appropriations. There was an increase in the
estimate for income tax, and the main additions to appropriations were hires in the Police and Fire
Departments.

Mr. Ventura moved, second by Ms. Brandt, to adopt ORD.NO. 63-2025 and post the same according
to law. Motion carried by a majority voice vote. Councilors Brandt, Ferraro, Garvas and Ventura voted
in the affirmative. Councilor Finley voted in the negative. ORD.NO. 63-2025 declared and adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. 64-2025

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 351.19 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY
OF MACEDONIA RELATIVE TO RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PARKING IN RESIDENTIAL
DISTRICTS was offered by Mr. Garvas for its first reading by title only.

Ms. Brandt shared this is legislation that may need to be discussed in the future depending on if and when
ORD.NO. 55-2025 is passed.

RESOLUTION NO. 65-2025

AN EMERGENCY RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO APPROVE A NATIONAL
OPIOID LITIGATION SETTLEMENT, INCLUDING PURDUE PHARMA, L.P. AND THE SACKLER
FAMILY was offered by Ms. Brandt for its first, second and third readings by title only. Seconded by
Mr. Ferraro. The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote.

Dir. Guidetti explained the title of the legislation essentially lays out what this piece does, but the City
would not know how much it might eventually receive from the settlement until the matter is settled in
court.

Ms. Brandt moved, second by Mr. Ferraro, to adopt RES.NO. 65-2025 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. RES.NO. 65-2025 declared and adopted.

Mr. Garvas moved to add ORDs.NO. 66-2025, 67-2025 and 68-2025 to the agenda and waive the 48-
hour notice rule of Council. Seconded by Ms. Brandt. The motion carried unanimously by a voice
vote.

ORDINANCE NO. 66-2025

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR A SENIOR SNOW REMOVAL PROGRAM FOR THE 2025-
2026 WINTER SEASON was offered by Mr. Garvas for its first, second and third readings by title
only. Seconded by Mr. Ferraro. The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote.

Mr. Garvas moved, second by Mr. Ferraro, to adopt ORD.NO. 66-2025 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. ORD.NO. 66-2025 declared and adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. 67-2025

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR AND AUTHORIZING A REFUSE COLLECTION SUBSIDY
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS AND MAKING APPROPRIATION FOR THAT SUBSIDY was offered by
Ms. Brandt for its first, second and third readings by title only. Seconded by Mr. Ventura. The motion
carried unanimously by a voice vote.

Ms. Brandt moved, second by Mr. Ventura, to adopt ORD.NO. 67-2025 and post the same according
to law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. ORD.NQ. 67-2025 declared and adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. 68-2025
AN AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH VALLEY VIEW
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, L.L.C. FOR A SENIOR GUTTER CLEANING PROGRAM FOR THE
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2025 FALL SEASON, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR THE SAME was offered by Mr. Finley
for its first, second and third readings by title only. Seconded by Ms. Brandt. The motion carried
unanimously by a voice vote.

Mr. Finley moved, second by Ms. Brandt, to adopt ORD.NO. 68-2025 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. ORD.NO. 68-2025 declared and adopted.

The Mayor stated seniors interested in these programs can contact the Finance Department to see whether
they qualify.

MOTIONS /OTHER LEGISLATIVE ACTION:

Mr. Garvas moved, second by Mr. Ventura, to authorize the Mayor to accept the proposal from
Stephen Hovancsek & Associates, Inc. to act as the City’s representative in the quality-based
selection process for the Highland Road-State Route 8 Intersection Improvement Project known as
SUM Highland Road-PID 121067. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

MAYOR’S REPORT

~A tribute observing the anniversary of 9/11 occurred outside City Hall today.

~The City’s renewal levy will appear as Issue No. 38 on the November 4 ballot. This is a
renewal that goes to Police, Fire and Service Department staffing.

~The new Service Building is moving along, and several meetings have been held recently with
potential builders.

~Holiday Inn construction is underway. If property owners are complying with zoning, they can
build what they choose. Concerns about the former Key Inn property are acknowledged, but the
City must follow the legal process.

~Please don’t drive distracted—put the phones down and drive the car!

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Parks & Recreation Commission: Ms. Brandt reported the Commission met in August with Dir.
Eckendorf in attendance and several topics were discussed. The Commission will reconvene on October
15 and decide upon a meeting schedule moving forward.

Finance Committee: Mr. Ventura stated the next Committee had the first of three meetings this evening
discussing the 2026 capital plan and debt anticipation. The next meeting will be one half-hour prior to
Council’s work session and will cover the 2026 operating budget.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Service Department: Director Wilson — Thanks to Council for approval of purchases for the Service
Department and the senior program legislation. Alex Towalski and Seth Zastudil have been hired in the
Department. Several meetings have been held regarding the new Service Building. The elevator project
is moving along and should be done by September 18.

Engineer: Director Gigliotti — ODOT has taken over management of the rest of the Highland/Valley
View intersection project, with work set to continue the week of September 15. Summit County is
conducting work on its fiberoptic installation on State Route 82 and Firestone Lane. Longwood Park trail
project work started this week. Ledge Road repaving between North Bedford and the railroad bridge, is
complete.
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Parks and Recreation Department: Director Eckendorf — Two current projects include the family
changing room and renovations to the second-floor administrative offices at the Recreation Center.
FallFest will be on September 27 and will include the fireworks that were initially planned for a summer
event. Attendance will be limited to Nordonia school district residents, district employees and MacRec
members. Those under 18 will need to be accompanied by a parent or guardian.

Finance Department: Director Veres — RITA resident refunds are still being processed and extensions
granted will be honored.

IT Department: Director Collins — Major projects include additional storage and backup, as well as
replacing the phone system in the City Center.

Building Department: Assistant Commissioner Allen — Holiday Inn has broken ground and progress
will be monitored. National Church Residences started laying the foundation and will begin framing
soon. Valley Reservice subdivision moving along with work expected to continue up to November. The
sidewalk repair program continues, with area “C” completed and work beginning soon in area “D”.

The Mayor added the Knights Inn will knock down one of their buildings and rebuild a new facility.
Once that new facility is completed, the other building will be knocked down.

HR Department: Director Smith — The employee health fair is scheduled for September 18 in the
basement of City Hall from 7-10am.

Fire Department: Chief Ripley — 343 firefighters perished from the events of 9-11, with many more
continuing to suffer from illnesses resulting from working on the site.

Police Department: Chief Yakopovich — Adam Hegedus is a contracted dispatcher who has agreed to
come on full-time starting September 20. Visitors to the City Center are advised to be cautious entering
and exiting the entrance off State Route 82 during the Summit County fiberoptic installation.

Law Department: Director Guidetti — Elaborated on the discussion of officer discretion, but added the
importance of officer experience, training, and recognizing the most effective way to enforce the
ordinance.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:

Ms. Brandt acknowledged the passing of a friend of hers and the City, Melissa Hunter. Ms. Hunter was
instrumental in helping get two levies passed which created long term impact on the City, was always
ready to help where needed, and was a tireless advocate for Nordonia schools. Her good deeds have left a
lasting legacy. Ms. Brandt also noted September is Suicide Awareness Month and urged anyone needing
support to reach out to the Suicide Hotline at 988.

The Mayor recognized the transformational impact of Ms. Hunter’s work, even though it was often
behind the scenes and not visible. Further, he bemoaned the recent spate of political violence and rhetoric
in the country, urging people to engage civilly.

There being no further business, Mr. Garvas moved, second by Mr. Ventura, to adjourn the meeting.
The motion passed unanimously pursuant to a voice vote and the meeting was adjourned at
approximately 8:17p.m.
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Mayor:

Attest:

Jon Hoover, Clerk of Council

Nicholas Molnar



