
Record of Proceedings 
Regular Council Meeting 

December 11th, 2025 
 

 
Presiding Officer, Mayor Nicholas Molnar called the December 11th, 2025 regular Council meeting to 1 
order at 7:30p.m.   2 
  3 
Present: Council members Jessica Brandt, Matt Ferraro, Dave Finley, Jeff Garvas, and Vini J. 4 

Ventura.  5 
Also present: Law Director Mark Guidetti and Clerk of Council Jon Hoover. 6 

 7 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 8 
 9 
The Mayor thanked Chaplain O’Brien for his service and pointed out that he was selected as the Mayor’s 10 
Shining Star and referenced the recent interview on Community Focus. 11 
 12 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  13 
 14 
Mr. Garvas moved, second by Ms. Brandt, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 15 
November 13, 2025.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.   16 
 17 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None 18 
 19 
CORRESPONDENCE: The Clerk of Council relayed a message sent to the Service Department 20 
applauding staff for the holiday lights throughout town and the job well done on picking up leaves. 21 
 22 
Mr. Ventura read a note he received from Councilor-elect Sue Cummings. 23 
 24 
INTRODUCTION, READINGS & ADOPTION OF LEGISLATION                  25 
 26 
ORDINANCE NO. 51-2025 27 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PORTIONS OF CHAPTERS 1163 & 1171 OF THE CODIFIED 28 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MACEDONIA RELATIVE TO NEW RESIDENTIAL 29 
DRIVEWAYS AND PARKING AREAS was offered by Mr. Finley for its third reading by title only.  30 
Second by Mr. Garvas. 31 
 32 
The Mayor stated that while Council can choose to vote how they wish, he is recommending this piece of 33 
legislation be voted down because he believes it is not something necessary at this point. 34 
 35 
Mr. Finley moved, second by Mr. Garvas, to adopt ORD.NO. 51-2025 and post the same according to 36 
law.  Motion failed by a unanimous voice vote.  ORD.NO. 51-2025 fails. 37 
 38 
ORDINANCE NO. 73-2025 39 
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF NOTES, IN 40 
ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS, IN A PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 41 
$2,600,000 FOR THE PURPOSE OF RETIRING OUTSTANDING BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES 42 
ISSUED IN 2025 FOR VARIOUS PURPOSES was offered by Mr. Finley for its third reading by title 43 
only. Second by Ms. Brandt. 44 
 45 
Dir. Veres shared this is a rollover of a one-year bond anticipation note that was issued last year.  46 
Proceeds were used to the Highland/Valley View Road intersection, Ledge Road resurfacing, and 47 
Highland/SR8 intersection design engineering.  Original amount borrowed was $2.705 million, with the 48 
intention to pay down $120,000 of the principal. 49 
 50 
Mr. Finley moved, second by Ms. Brandt, to adopt ORD.NO. 73-2025 and post the same according to 51 
law.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.  ORD.NO. 73-2025 declared and adopted. 52 
 53 
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ORDINANCE NO. 76-2025 54 
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 2026 ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE CITY OF 55 
MACEDONIA, OHIO was offered by Mr. Ventura for its third reading by title only.  Second by Ms. 56 
Brandt. 57 
 58 
Dir. Veres stated this is the 2026 annual budget, which is a privilege to have it passed going into the new 59 
year. 60 
 61 
The Mayor thanked all departments and Council for their hard work in getting to this point. 62 
 63 
Mr. Ventura moved, second by Ms. Brandt, to adopt ORD.NO. 76-2025 and post the same according 64 
to law.  Motion carried by a majority voice vote.  Councilors Brandt, Ferraro, Garvas and Ventura voted 65 
in the affirmative.  Councilor Finley voted in the negative.  ORD.NO. 76-2025 declared and adopted. 66 
 67 
ORDINANCE NO. 81-2025 68 
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF NOTES, IN 69 
ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS, IN A PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 70 
$13,400,000, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYING THE COSTS OF ACQUIRING, CONSTRUCTING, 71 
FURNISHING AND EQUIPPING A NEW SERVICE CENTER, TOGETHER WITH ALL 72 
NECESSARY APPURTENANCES AND RELATED IMPROVEMENTS was offered by Mr. Ferraro for 73 
its third reading by title only. Second by Ms. Brandt.  74 
 75 
Dir. Veres stated this is most likely the largest capital improvement project undertaken by the City.  With 76 
an estimated project cost of approximately $17 million, the City will be putting down roughly 25% of the 77 
cost with cash on hand. 78 
 79 
The Mayor reiterated that the City will not be asking the voters for more money to finance this and is an 80 
example of the City living within its means. 81 
 82 
Ms. Brandt addressed concerns heard from residents questioning why this money should not be used for 83 
road improvements, to which Ms. Brandt explained that there are separate “buckets” of funds that can 84 
only be used for specific projects, be they roads or a new Service facility.  This facility has been in the 85 
plans for several years and is not taking away from road program funds. 86 
 87 
The Mayor echoed Ms. Brandt’s statement and spoke positively about the City’s efforts to improve roads. 88 
 89 
Mr. Ferraro moved, second by Ms. Brandt, to adopt ORD.NO. 81-2025 and post the same according to 90 
law.  Motion carried by a majority voice vote.  Councilors Brandt, Ferraro, Garvas and Ventura voted in 91 
the affirmative.  Councilor Finley voted in the negative.  ORD.NO. 81-2025 declared and adopted. 92 
 93 
ORDINANCE NO. 82-2025 94 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 74-2024 RELATIVE TO CURRENT EXPENSES 95 
AND OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF MACEDONIA FOR THE PERIOD OF JANUARY 96 
1, 2025 TO DECEMBER 31, 2025 was offered by Mr. Ventura for its first, second and third readings 97 
by title only.  Second by Mr. Garvas.  The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote. 98 
 99 
Dir. Veres shared this is the 3rd amendment to the 2025 appropriations, mostly related to variable factors 100 
such as fuel, RITA collections and resident refunds, State Court reparation fees, and senior programming. 101 
 102 
Mr. Ventura moved, second by Mr. Garvas, to adopt ORD.NO. 82-2025 and post the same according 103 
to law.  Motion carried by a majority voice vote.  Councilors Brandt, Ferraro, Garvas and Ventura voted 104 
in the affirmative.  Councilor Finley voted in the negative.  ORD.NO. 82-2025 declared and adopted. 105 
 106 
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RESOLUTION NO. 83-2025 107 
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE APPOINTMENT OF MICHAEL VARHOLA TO THE CITY 108 
OF MACEDONIA PLANNING COMMISSION was offered by Mr. Finley for its first, second and 109 
third reading by title only.  Second by Mr. Ferraro.  The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote. 110 
 111 
The Mayor explained Mr. Tony Cox vacated his position on the Planning Commission, and Mr. Varhola 112 
would be filling the remainder of the term ending November 30, 2027. 113 
 114 
Mr. Finley moved, second by Mr. Ferraro, to adopt RES.NO. 83-2025 and post the same according to 115 
law.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.  RES.NO. 83-2025 declared and adopted. 116 
 117 
ORDINANCE NO. 84-2025 118 
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING THE CURRENT COMPENSATION SCHEDULE FOR THE NON-119 
UNION EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF MACEDONIA, OHIO was offered by Mr. Ferraro for its 120 
first, second, and third readings by title only.  Second by Mr. Finley.  The motion carried unanimously 121 
by a voice vote. 122 
 123 
The Mayor explained this ordinance re-aligns the Senior programming coordinator from under the Fire 124 
Department to the Parks & Recreation Department. 125 
 126 
Mr. Ferraro moved, second by Mr. Finley, to adopt ORD.NO. 84-2025 and post the same according to 127 
law.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.  ORD.NO. 84-2025 declared and adopted. 128 
 129 
ORDINANCE NO. 85-2025 130 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 505.16 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 131 
OF MACEDONIA REGARDING THE RAISING, BOARDING, BREEDING, & MAXIMUM 132 
NUMBER OF CATS was offered by Mr. Ventura for its first reading by title only.   133 
 134 
The Mayor shared this will be an ongoing discussion about the number of dogs and/or cats allowed in a 135 
home.  If residents wish to share their thoughts, they are encouraged to submit them to the Clerk of 136 
Council or individual Councilors directly. 137 
 138 
Ms. Brandt stated the ordinance currently reads a maximum of three cats, but she will be proposing an 139 
amendment raising that number to six and likewise solicited feedback from residents on the topic. 140 
 141 
Mr. Ventura moved to add ORD.NO. 86-2025 to the agenda and waive the 48-hour notice rule of 142 
Council.  Second by Mr. Garvas.  The motion carried by a majority voice vote.  Councilors Brandt, 143 
Ferraro, Garvas and Ventura voted in the affirmative.  Councilor Finley voted in the negative. 144 
 145 
ORDINANCE NO. 86-2025 146 
AN ORDINANCE CREATING CHAPTER 783 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 147 
OF MACEDONIA RELATIVE TO SHORT TERM RENTALS was offered by Mr. Ventura for its first 148 
reading by title only. 149 
 150 
Mr. Ventura stated this legislation stems from issues and problems other communities have experienced 151 
with short-term rentals and intends to be proactive rather than reactive on the issue.   152 
 153 
Mr. Garvas moved to add RES.NO. 87-2025 to the agenda and waive the 48-hour notice rule of 154 
Council.  Second by Ms. Brandt.  The motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. 155 
 156 
 157 
 158 
 159 
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RESOLUTION NO. 87-2025 160 
A RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION FOR MACEDONIA CITY COUNCIL MEMBER VINI J. 161 
VENTURA was offered by Mr. Garvas for its first, second and third readings and to be read in its 162 
entirety.  Second by Ms. Brandt.  The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote. 163 
 164 
The Mayor shared that he has served with Mr. Ventura for eight years and is proud to call him a friend.  165 
Mr. Ventura is not going away and has a fire burning in him with passion for the community. 166 
 167 
Ms. Brandt thanked Mr. Ventura for his role in encouraging her to get out of her comfort zone and that 168 
she would not be on Council if it were not for him. 169 
 170 
Mr. Garvas stated that he has learned a lot from Mr. Ventura as well as making a friend and hopes Mr. 171 
Ventura continues doing what he does for the community. 172 
 173 
Mr. Ferraro expressed appreciation to Mr. Ventura for all the guidance and help received during the 174 
relatively short time he’s been on Council. 175 
 176 
Mr. Ventura expressed appreciation for every Council member he has worked with, as well as every 177 
individual in the Administration, stating he is so happy to have been a part of the work that gets done for 178 
the City’s residents. 179 
 180 
Mr. Garvas moved, second by Ms. Brandt, to adopt RES.NO. 87-2025 and post the same according to 181 
law.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. 182 
 183 
MOTIONS / OTHER LEGISLATIVE ACTION: Mr. Ventura moved, second by Mr. Garvas, to 184 
accept the donation of a $25 Subway gift card for use by the Macedonia Police Department.  Motion 185 
carried by a unanimous voice vote. 186 
 187 
MAYOR’S REPORT   188 
 189 

~State Representative Steve Demetriou sent a congratulatory letter regarding the new Service 190 
Center, which the Mayor read.  Before a video played showing the current condition of Service 191 
facilities, the Mayor stated how this facility is not a want, but a need, and highlighted the benefits 192 
of the new building. 193 
~Happy Birthday to Mr. Garvas, Dirs. Eckendorf, Collins and Gigiliotti, the latter three who all 194 
share the same birthday. 195 
~It was a pleasure helping, along with Ms. Brandt, the Santa delivery program that the Fire 196 
Department puts on every year.  Thanks to Chief Ripley and the Fire Department for doing this! 197 
~WinterFest was an amazing event with great collaboration among several departments 198 
~Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!  199 
~Please don’t drive distracted—put the phones down and drive the car! 200 
 201 

 202 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 203 

 204 
Parks & Recreation Commission: Ms. Brandt reported the Commission does not meet in December and 205 
the next meeting will be January 21st at 6pm in the Recreation Center upstairs. 206 
 207 
Cemetery Board: Mr. Ferraro reported the Board met last night and no major decisions were made.  208 
Macedonia will be rolling off the Board for 2026. 209 
 210 
 211 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 212 
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 213 
Service Department: Director Wilson – 3,802 cubic yards of leaves were collected.  Personnel are fully 214 
into winter shifts.  Thanks to Council for support with the new Service building, as well as thanks to Mr. 215 
Ventura for support over the years. 216 
 217 
Engineer: Director Gigliotti – Storm sewer project in front of Aldi is complete, with landscaping 218 
restoration happening after Winter there, as well as the new trails in Longwood Park. 219 
 220 
Parks and Recreation Department:  Director Eckendorf – Thanks to everyone for coming to 221 
WinterFest, with a huge thanks to the Service team on the lights. 222 
 223 
Finance Department: Director Veres – Annual JEDD and Conservancy meeting was held this past 224 
Monday.  Thanks to Mr. Ventura for chairing the Finance Committee. 225 
 226 
IT Department: Director Collins – It has been a pleasure working with Mr. Ventura over the years.  227 
Thanks to Council and the Directors for a great year and wishing everyone a safe and happy New Year. 228 
 229 
Building Department:  Assistant Commissioner Allen – Hand & Stone is a new business that opened at 230 
500 E Aurora Rd.  The city-wide sidewalk program is complete.  Happy Holidays and be safe. 231 
 232 
HR Department: Director Smith – No report, but thanks to Mr. Ventura for the last eight years. 233 
 234 
Fire Department: Chief Ripley – Not thanking Mr. Ventura because his work is not yet complete and he 235 
will remain involved.  Believe this was the 36th year of the Santa delivery program.  Be careful this time 236 
of year around space heaters and fireplaces.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 237 
 238 
Police Department: Chief Yakopovich – Thanks to community support for Shop with a Cop, which will 239 
have 15 children participating this year.  The relationship with Mr. Ventura has spanned three and a half 240 
decades, dating back to when Mr. Ventura was an instructor and the Chief was a 21-year-old academy 241 
cadet.  Like what Chief Ripley stated, Mr. Ventura is not going anywhere. 242 
 243 
Law Department:  Director Guidetti – Echoing similar thoughts to the Chiefs, nobody thinks Mr. 244 
Ventura is going anywhere.  It’s a benefit to the community to have someone that brings a different 245 
perspective to Council, so thanks to Mr. Ventura’s perspective and being part of our community. 246 
 247 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 248 
 249 
NEW BUSINESS:  250 
 251 
Mr. Garvas invited residents to view the holiday light display from the street at his house on 9821 252 
Firestone. 253 
 254 
Ms. Brandt wished everyone Happy Holidays and New Year and thanked the Directors for their amazing 255 
work and making Council look good.  Looking forward to working with everyone for another four years! 256 
 257 
There being no further business, Mr. Ventura moved, second by Mr. Garvas, to adjourn the meeting.  258 
The motion passed unanimously pursuant to a voice vote and the meeting was adjourned at 259 
approximately 8:23p.m. 260 
 261 
 262 
Date: _______________________________ 263 
     264 
 265 
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      Attest: ________________________________ 266 
       Jon Hoover, Clerk of Council 267 
 268 
Mayor: __________________________________ 269 
  Nicholas Molnar 270 


