
Record of Proceedings 
Regular Council Meeting 

January 8th, 2026 
 

 
Presiding Officer, Mayor Nicholas Molnar called the January 8th, 2026 regular Council meeting to order 1 
at 7:30p.m.   2 
  3 
Present: Council members Jessica Brandt, Sue Cummings, Matt Ferraro, Dave Finley, and Jeff 4 

Garvas. Also present: Law Director Mark Guidetti and Clerk of Council Jon Hoover. 5 
 6 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 7 
 8 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  9 
 10 
Mr. Garvas moved, second by Mr. Ferraro, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 11 
December 11, 2025 as received from the Clerk of Council.  The motion carried by a unanimous voice 12 
vote.   13 
 14 

ELECTION OF COUNCIL OFFICERS 15 
 16 
Council President 17 
 18 
Mr. Ferraro moved, seconded by Ms. Cummings, to nominate Mr. Garvas to the position of Council 19 
President.  20 
 21 
There being no further nominations, nominations were closed. 22 
 23 
Mr. Ferraro’s motion, seconded by Ms. Cummings, electing Mr. Garvas to the position of Council 24 
President carried unanimously on a roll call vote: 25 
 26 
  Ayes: Ms. Brandt, Ms. Cummings, Mr. Ferraro, Mr. Finley, Mr. Garvas 27 
  Nays: None 28 
 29 

Mr. Garvas elected Council President for 2026 30 
 31 

Council Vice-President 32 
 33 
Ms. Brandt moved, seconded by Ms. Cummings, to nominate Mr. Ferraro to the position of Council Vice-34 
President. 35 
 36 
There being no further nominations, nominations were closed. 37 
 38 
Ms. Brandt’s motion, seconded by Ms. Cummings, electing Mr. Ferraro to the position of Council Vice-39 
President carried on a unanimous roll call vote: 40 
 41 
  Ayes: Ms. Brandt, Ms. Cummings, Mr. Ferraro, Mr. Finley, Mr. Garvas 42 
  Nays: None 43 
 44 
    Mr. Ferraro elected Council Vice-President for 2026 45 
 46 
Finance Committee Chair 47 
 48 
Mr. Garvas moved, seconded by Ms. Cummings, to nominate Mr. Ferraro for the position of Finance 49 
Committee Chair. 50 
 51 
There being no further nominations, nominations were closed. 52 
 53 
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Mr. Garvas’ motion, seconded by Ms. Cummings, electing Mr. Ferraro to the position of Finance 54 
Committee Chair carried on a unanimous roll call vote. 55 
 56 
  Ayes: Ms. Brandt, Ms. Cummings, Mr. Ferraro, Mr. Finley, Mr. Garvas 57 
  Nays: None 58 
 59 
    Mr. Ferraro elected Finance Committee Chair for 2026 60 
 61 
 62 
Council Representative to the Parks & Recreation Commission 63 
 64 
Mr. Garvas moved, seconded by Ms. Cummings, to nominate Ms. Brandt for the position of Council 65 
Representative to the Parks & Recreation Commission. 66 
 67 
There being no further nominations, nominations were closed. 68 
 69 
Mr. Garvas’ motion, seconded by Ms. Cummings, electing Ms. Brandt to the position of Council 70 
Representative to the Parks & Recreation Commission carried on a unanimous roll call vote. 71 
 72 
  Ayes: Ms. Brandt, Ms. Cummings, Mr. Ferraro, Mr. Finley, Mr. Garvas 73 
  Nays: None 74 
 75 

Ms. Brandt elected Council Representative to the Parks & 76 
Recreation Commission for 2026 77 

 78 
 79 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  80 
 81 
~ Rita Darrow, Summit County Councilor, presented a proclamation for former Macedonia City 82 
Councilor Vini J. Ventura, thanking him for his years of service and volunteer work in the community.  83 
Mr. Ventura was on hand to receive the proclamation and thanked his family, friends, colleagues and 84 
residents of Macedonia for the opportunity to serve.  85 
 86 
CORRESPONDENCE: The Clerk of Council conveyed messages received regarding compliments to 87 
the holiday lighting throughout the City, as well as the phenomenal job done by the Service Department 88 
in keeping the roads clear during winter storms. 89 
 90 
INTRODUCTION, READINGS & ADOPTION OF LEGISLATION                  91 
 92 
ORDINANCE NO. 85-2025 93 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 505.16 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 94 
OF MACEDONIA REGARDING THE RAISING, BOARDING, BREEDING, & MAXIMUM 95 
NUMBER OF CATS remained at first reading.  Mr. Ferraro moved, second by Mr. Garvas, to amend 96 
ORD. NO. 85-2025 to conform to the most recent version distributed to Council on 1/6/26.  Motion 97 
carried by a unanimous voice vote. 98 
 99 
Mr. Ferraro stated this amendment allows for a maximum of six total cats or dogs, or any combination 100 
thereof. 101 
 102 
Ms. Brandt advised residents to provide feedback to individual Council members or the Clerk of Council. 103 
  104 
 105 
 106 



Record of Proceedings 
Regular Council Meeting 

January 8th, 2026 
 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 86-2025 107 
AN ORDINANCE CREATING CHAPTER 783 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 108 
OF MACEDONIA RELATIVE TO SHORT TERM RENTALS remained at first reading.  109 
 110 
Mr. Garvas stated this ordinance seeks to limit or prohibit short-term rentals, and Council is also seeking 111 
feedback from residents on the matter. 112 
 113 
RESOLUTION NO. 1-2026 114 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY ENGINEER TO PREPARE PLANS, BIDS AND 115 
SPECIFICATIONS, AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS, 116 
FOR VARIOUS ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE CITY’S 2026 ROAD IMPROVEMENT 117 
PROGRAM was offered by Ms. Brandt for its first, second and third readings by title only.  Second by 118 
Mr. Finley.  The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote. 119 
  120 
Dir. Gigliotti shared this it the City’s annual road program.  Roads to be paved this season are: Vernon, 121 
Harper, Cherry, Chinaberry South, Firestone and North Spring Hill. 122 
 123 
Ms. Brandt moved, second by Mr. Finley, to adopt RES.NO. 1-2026 and post the same according to 124 
law.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.  RES.NO. 1-2026 declared and adopted. 125 
 126 
RESOLUTION NO. 2-2026 127 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY ENGINEER TO PREPARE PLANS, BIDS AND 128 
SPECIFICATIONS, AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS, 129 
FOR THE RESURFACING OF SHEPARD ROAD was offered by Mr. Ferraro for its first, second and 130 
third readings by title only.  Seconded by Mr. Finley.  The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote. 131 
  132 
Dir. Gigliotti stated this is a joint project with Twinsburg to repave Shepard Road from Route 82 up north 133 
to the I-480 bridge.  Macedonia will act as the lead agent, and the project is funded through a 0% interest 134 
loan from the Ohio Public Works Commission. 135 
 136 
Mr. Ferraro moved, second by Mr. Finley, to adopt RES.NO. 2-2026 and post the same according to 137 
law.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. RES.NO. 2-2026 declared and adopted. 138 
 139 
RESOLUTION NO. 3-2026 140 
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF COUNCILOR MATT 141 
FERRARO TO SERVE AS MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE NORTHFIELD 142 
CENTER TOWNSHIP-MACEDONIA JOINT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT was offered 143 
by Ms. Cummings for its first, second and third readings by title only.  Second by Ms. Brandt. The 144 
motion carried unanimously by a voice vote. 145 
  146 
The Mayor explained that with the vacancy created after Mr. Ventura’s departure, he would like Mr. 147 
Ferraro to fill said vacancy. 148 
 149 
Ms. Cummings moved, second by Ms. Brandt, to adopt RES.NO. 3-2026 and post the same according 150 
to law.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote. RES.NO. 3-2026 declared and adopted. 151 
 152 
MOTIONS / OTHER LEGISLATIVE ACTION:  153 
 154 
Mr. Garvas moved, second by Mr. Ferraro to adopt the Committee assignments as discussed and 155 
proposed during the work session of January 8, 2026.  Motion carried unanimously by a roll call vote. 156 
 157 
  Ayes: Ms. Brandt, Ms. Cummings, Mr. Ferraro, Mr. Finley, Mr. Garvas 158 
  Nays: None 159 
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 160 
MAYOR’S REPORT   161 
 162 

~Mayor’s Court revenue from December 2025 was $43,695.37 163 
~Happy New Year!  Proud to hear other cities call and want to emulate what we do with holiday 164 
decorations throughout the City 165 
~Work continues on the new Service building, with preparations being made for Spring 166 
~2026 road program presentation was given by Dir. Gigliotti 167 
~Please don’t drive distracted—put down the phone and drive!  168 

 169 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 170 

 171 
Parks & Recreation Commission: Ms. Brandt stated the Commission will have its first meeting in 2026 172 
on Wednesday, January 21 at 6pm.   173 
 174 
 175 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 176 
 177 
Service Department: Director Wilson – There is currently an opening for full-time maintenance worker.  178 
The Service workers really did an incredible job with the holiday lights.  We had 15” of snow in 179 
December and used approximately 2 tons of road salt. 180 
 181 
Engineer: Director Gigliotti – Thanks for passage of Resolutions 1 & 2 this evening. 182 
 183 
Parks and Recreation Department: Director Eckendorf – Thanks to Dir. Wilson and the Service 184 
Department for making Longwood Park look great.  Senior Center programming now with Parks & 185 
Recreation Department.  Our team is in 2026 planning mode for events, programs and capital planning.  186 
Family locker room is aimed for February opening. 187 
 188 
Finance Department: Director Veres –2025 has been closed in VIP software—thanks to Finance staff 189 
for everything they do. 190 
 191 
IT Department: Director Collins – Beginning of the year included setting up first round of software 192 
renewal licenses.  193 
 194 
Building Department:  Assistant Commissioner Allen – Samantha Mazzocco has been hired as a new 195 
administrative assistant in the Building Department.  Registration for contractors in the new online 196 
permitting system has begun, and the public should be able to apply for permits through the system by the 197 
summer. 198 
 199 
The Mayor elaborated that Ms. Mazzocco was hired to replace Rachael Gambatese, who recently left to 200 
raise her first child.  Further, the Mayor’s office receives several calls about the Key Inn.  While 201 
acknowledging issues surrounding the property and that of the old BP station across the street, both are 202 
currently tied up in the court system. 203 
 204 
HR Department: Director Smith – Concentrating on training staff in 2026 to prepare for Patty Kurcsak’s 205 
retirement. 206 
 207 
Fire Department: Chief Ripley – There were 4,934 calls for service in 2025, with about 55% in the the 208 
City of Macedonia alone.  This was approximately 50% higher than the original estimate at the time of 209 
consolidation in 2016.  Welcome Ms. Cummings! 210 
 211 
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Police Department: Chief Yakopovich – The City is currently accepting applications for entry level 212 
patrol officer with testing administered by the National Testing Network.  Thanks to Dir. Wilson and the 213 
Service Department for keeping the streets clear during winter storms, which makes it easier for the 214 
Police Department staff. 215 
 216 
Law Department:  Director Guidetti – Conveyed compliments on the conditions of the roads received 217 
from people driving in Macedonia during winter storms. 218 
 219 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 220 
 221 
NEW BUSINESS: The Mayor added that he is happy to have Ms. Cummings serving on Council and 222 
looks forward to working with her. 223 
 224 
There being no further business, Mr. Garvas moved, second by Ms. Cummings, to adjourn the meeting.  225 
The motion passed unanimously pursuant to a voice vote and the meeting was adjourned at 226 
approximately 8:03p.m. 227 
 228 
Date: _______________________________ 229 
     230 
 231 
      Attest: ________________________________ 232 
       Jon Hoover, Clerk of Council 233 
 234 
Mayor: __________________________________ 235 
  Nicholas Molnar 236 


