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Record of Proceedings
Regular Council Meeting
July 23rd, 2026

Presiding Officer, Mayor Nicholas Molnar called the July 23rd, 2026 regular Council meeting to order at
7:31p.m.

Present: Council members Jessica Brandt, Sue Cummings, Matt Ferraro, Dave Finley, and Jeff
Garvas.

Also present: Law Director Mark Guidetti.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Mr. Garvas moved, second by Mr. Ferraro, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of June 4,
2026. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

~ Ellen Bertel, 319 W Highland Rd., Northfield Center Township, speaking on behalf of the
Historical Society of Old Northfield and the Palmer House Museum, provided an update on various
projects at the Palmer House. Ms. Bertel thanked Ms. Brandt for facilitating the check that had been
allocated but not sent in 2025. Ms. Brandt informed Ms. Bertel of the legislative piece on the agenda
tonight appropriating $1,000 to the HSON and thanked her for her stewardship.

~ Karen Comer and Josh Elliot, 1280 E Aurora Rd., speaking on behalf of the United Methodist
Church of Macedonia and the Community Christmas Connection, provided an overview of the
community efforts surrounding last year’s holiday season and how residents can help donate for the
upcoming holiday season.

~ Joe Skarupa, 8199 S Bedford Rd., thanked Ms. Cummings and Dir. Wilson for facilitating the “No

Trucks” signs at both east and westbound approaches to South Bedford. While he does not think the sign
placement or size was ideal, he is hopeful it will make an impact.

CORRESPONDENCE: Dir. Guidetti read five pieces of correspondence as follows:

-Recognition from the Summit County Prosecutor’s Office for Officer Chad Redfern’s instrumental work
in the conviction of a predator

-Jerrold Trabert thanking the Macedonia EMS crew for helping insure nothing major had happened to his
wife. Personnel involved were Dispatcher Jessica Sleyzak, and Firefighter/Medics Matt Maloney and
Alex Alders

-Sgt. Bryan Vince submitted a letter of commendation to Officer Richard Quintrell for his exceptional
actions and unwavering dedication to preserving human life during a pedestrian-versus-vehicle crash on
July 3

-Lori Box-Gaydos thanked Firefighter/Medics Anthony Lewicki and Matthew Snowden for diagnosing
and administering necessary treatment to save her husband Tom’s life

-Sgt. Dan Matejka commended Dispatcher Becky Elias for her outstanding job during an incident where a
child had wandered away from home and was found in a nearby pool. Her quick thinking and calm
demeanor, utilizing skills, training and tools helped save a child’s life

The Mayor added these examples are further proof of the City’s amazing, reliable safety forces and can’t
thank them enough.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Mr. Garvas moved, second by Mr. Ferraro, to enter executive session to
discuss the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation
of a public employee or official pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 121.22(G)(1) as well as to prepare,
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conduct, or review negotiations or bargaining sessions with public employees concerning their
compensation or other terms and conditions of their employment pursuant to Ohio Revised Code
121.22(G)(4).

Roll call: Ayes: Ms. Brandt, Ms. Cummings, Mr. Ferraro, Mr. Finley, Mr.
Garvas
Nays: None
The motion carried unanimously, and Council entered
executive session at 7:58pm. Mr. Garvas moved, second by Mr.
Ferraro for Council to come out of executive session at
8:42pm. The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote.

INTRODUCTION, READINGS & ADOPTION OF LEGISLATION

ORDINANCE NO. 39-2026

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE RATIFYING THE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT
WITH THE FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE FOR THE POLICE DISPATCHER UNIT FOR
YEARS 2026, 2027 AND 2028 was offered by Mr. Ferraro for its first, second and third readings by
title only. Second by Ms. Brandt. The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote.

The Mayor stated this is the dispatcher contract, and he is happy to move forward.

Mr. Ferraro moved, second by Ms. Brandt, to adopt ORD.NO. 39-2026 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

ORDINANCE NO. 40-2026

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE RATIFYING A COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT
WITH THE FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE FOR THE POLICE PATROL OFFICER &
SERGEANT UNITS FOR YEARS 2026, 2027 AND 2028 was offered by Ms. Brandt for its first, second
and third readings by title only. Second by Mr. Ferraro. The motion carried unanimously by a voice
vote.

The Mayor added the same sentiments as ORD 39, but this is for patrol officers and sergeants.

Ms. Brandt moved, second by Mr. Ferraro, to adopt ORD.NO. 40-2026 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

RESOLUTION NO. 41-2026

AN EMERGENCY RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO THE
DISCOUNT DRUG MART SETTLEMENT AS PART OF THE NATIONAL OPIOID LITIGATION
SETTLEMENTS, PURSUANT TO THE “ONEOHIO MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING”
AND CONSISTENT WITH THE MATERIAL TERMS OF THE JULY 21, 2021 PROPOSED
NATIONAL OPIOID SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT was offered by Ms. Cummings for its first,
second and third readings by title only. Second by Mr. Finley. The motion carried unanimously by a
voice vote.

Dir. Guidetti stated this is similar to the City’s participation in national settlement agreements and would
be subject to the same restrictions on how the settlement funds can be used. The filing deadline is August
1.

Ms. Cummings moved, second by Mr. Finley, to adopt RES.NO. 41-2026 and post the same according
to law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.
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ORDINANCE NO. 42-2026

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING THE CURRENT COMPENSATION SCHEDULE FOR THE NON-
UNION EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF MACEDONIA, OHIO was offered by Mr. Garvas for its first,
second and third readings by title only. Second by Mr. Ferraro. The motion carried unanimously by a
voice vote.

The Mayor stated this legislation addresses wage compression.

Mr. Garvas moved, second by Mr. Ferraro, to amend Section 1 to increase the maximum of Pay Grade
12 by 8% and the maximum of Pay Grade 14 by 6%. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

Mr. Garvas moved, second by Mr. Ferraro, to adopt the amended version of ORD.NO. 42-2026 and
post the same according to law. Motion carried by a majority voice vote. Councilors Brandt,
Cummings, Ferraro and Garvas voted in the affirmative. Councilor Finley voted in the negative.

ORDINANCE NO. 43-2026

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 161.20 OF THE CITY’S CODIFIED ORDINANCES
CONCERNING CITY COUNCIL MEMBER ELIGIBILITY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CITY’S
EMPLOYEE HEALTH CARE PLAN was offered by Mr. Garvas for its first, second and third
readings by title only. Second by Ms. Brandt. The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote.

Mr. Garvas stated this ordinance would remove the option of Council members to participate in the City’s
health care plan to any subsequently elected Councilor.

Ms. Brandt added that when instated, this eligibility was probably a good idea, but times have changed
and it has become too much of a burden.

Mr. Garvas moved, second by Ms. Brandt, to adopt ORD.NO. 43-2026 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a majority voice vote. Councilors Brandt, Finley, Ferraro and Garva voted in the
affirmative. Councilor Cummings voted in the negative.

ORDINANCE NO. 44-2026

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A
CONTRACT WITH THE DURABLE SLATE COMPANY FOR THE “2026 MANOR HOUSE ROOF
REPLACEMENT PROJECT” was offered by Mr. Finley for its first, second and third readings by title
only. Second by Ms. Cummings. The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote.

The Mayor stated Longwood Manor is integral to the City and needs to be preserved.

Ms. Brandt added that while it is an expensive project, slate is required for the structure to remain
historical. The project has been on the capital plan for the past few years and is not a surprise.

Mr. Finley moved, second by Ms. Cummings, to adopt ORD.NO. 44-2026 and post the same
according to law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

ORDINANCE NO. 45-2026

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT TO ACCEPT
THE DONATION OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY FOR CONSERVANCY PURPOSES was offered
by Mr. Ferraro for its first, second and third readings by title only. Second by Ms. Cummings. The
motion carried unanimously by a voice vote.
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The Mayor explained this ordinance donates approximately 115.6 acres of majority wetland to the City.
While he has been approached by developers on this property, with it being a majority wetland any
development would be very expensive.

Ms. Brandt added this property is south of Highland and east of SR8 and could potentially be used as
future parkland if it conforms to deed restrictions.

Mr. Ferraro moved, second by Ms. Cummings, to adopt ORD.NO. 45-2026 and post the same
according to law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

ORDINANCE NO. 46-2026

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR THE PRESERVATION OF CITY OF
MACEDONIA HISTORICAL ITEMS BY THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF OLD NORTHFIELD was
offered by Ms. Brandt for its first, second and third readings by title only. Second by Mr. Ferraro.
The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote.

Ms. Brandt explained the City has been appropriating funds to the Historical Society for a number of
years, and while typically $500 is the amount this year it is $1,000 because the Palmer House needs a new
furnace. While the name of the organization references Northfield, Macedonia was once part of
Northfield, and they help preserve the history of the City.

Ms. Brandt moved, second by Mr. Ferraro, to adopt ORD.NO. 46-2026 and post the same according to
law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

RESOLUTION NO. 47-2026

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DISPOSITION OF CERTAIN MUNICIPAL PROPERTY BY
THE CITY OF MACEDONIA DIRECTOR OF PARKS AND RECREATION IN ACCORDANCE
WITH CITY OF MACEDONIA CODIFIED ORDINANCE § 121.05 AND OHIO REVISED CODE §
721.15 was offered by Ms. Brandt for its first, second and third readings by title only. Second by Ms.
Cummings. The motion carried unanimously by a voice vote.

Dir. Eckendorf shared this resolution allows for the sale of 12 treadmills that have reached the end of their
useful lives. Proceeds from these sales would be put towards the purchase of new treadmills.

Ms. Brandt moved, second by Ms. Cummings, to adopt RES.NO. 47-2026 and post the same according
to law. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

MOTIONS / OTHER LEGISLATIVE ACTION: Mr. Finley moved, seconded by Ms. Brandt, to
accept a donation by Michael Carnahan in the amount of $50.00 to be utilized for “Senior Center”
activities. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

MAYOR’S REPORT

~Tribute will be paid to Dispatcher Elias at the next Council meeting

~While the moratorium on drilling has been lifted, be assured that the City has taken all the steps
necessary to ensure it is done in the safest way

~Dir. Guidetti provided an update to the status of the former Key Inn and BP gas station

~A truck hit a power line for the third time in a month on Freeway Drive. First Energy agreed to
place 50-foot poles as opposed to 40 and the clearance is now 16 feet

~Bill Klingenberg passed recently and would appreciate it if he and his family are kept in
thoughts and prayers
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~Happy Birthdays to Dave Finley, John Veres and Nino Monaco
~Don’t drive distracted—put the phones down and drive the car!

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Parks & Recreation Commission: Ms. Brandt stated the next Parks & Recreation Commission is slated
to occur on August 19, although that date might change. Please refer to the City calendar or her for final
date.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Service Department: Director Wilson — Nine culvert replacements complete so far. Compliments have
been received on the cleanliness of SR8. Roof is on the new Service building. GIS geolocations are
being assigned to all signs in the City.

Engineer: Director Gigliotti — Absent

Parks and Recreation Department: Director Eckendorf — A new recreation manager for marketing and
special events will begin on Monday. Some larger capital improvement projects that were improved
carlier in the year will be happening soon, including the ballfield netting and Sugarbush Park restrooms.
The Recreation Center annual shutdown will take place from August 31 — September 7. During the
shutdown, projects such as the lap pool resurfacing, deep cleaning of the building and new treadmills.

Finance Department: Director Veres — July 15 was the filing deadline for resident refunds with RITA
unless given an extension.

Building Department: Assistant Commissioner Allen — The Divinity Landing project on Valley View is
approaching completion, likely next month. As Asst. Commissioner Allen approaches a year on the job,
he would like to express appreciation and say that it is a privilege to work with the Building Department
staff.

HR Department: Director Smith — Annual employee health fair is on August 21 from 7-10am.

Fire Department: Chief Ripley — Proud to say the Macedonia is very well represented on every team that
a firefighter can join in Summit County, including the Incident Management Assistance Team. Happy
birthday to Dir. Veres!

Police Department: Chief Yakopovich — Thanks Council for ratifying the contracts in ORDs 39&40.
Welcome back Dispatcher Bruce Genovese to a part-time role.

Law Department: Director Guidetti — No report

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS: None

There being no further business, Mr. Finley moved, second by Ms. Cummings, to adjourn the meeting.
The motion passed unanimously pursuant to a voice vote and the meeting was adjourned at
approximately 9:10p.m.

Date:
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Attest:

Jon Hoover, Clerk of Council

Nicholas Molnar



